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Bible Verses in FOCUS: This Week

Study notes corresponding to the Christian Science Bible Lesson on

DOCTRINE OF ATONEMENT
April 13 - 19, 2026

Bible Verses

nf0CLs

Weekly Bible Notes

(GT) 1John 4:14

Alternate translation: We ourselves are eye-
witnesses able and willing to testify to the fact that
the Father did send the Son to save the world.

(J B Phillips New Testament)

“We refers to the apostles and other eyewitnesses of
Christ’s life on earth (see 1 John 1:1-3, Section 1 this
week). They were appointed by Christ to testify to
others about their firsthand, eyewitness experiences
(1 John 1:3). Therefore, Christians have two proofs of
God’s love for them: (1) the indwelling presence of
God’s Spirit and (2) the eyewitness testimonies of the
apostles and those who knew Jesus.” (Life Appli-
cation New Testament Commentary (LANTC)

“The expression ‘Saviour of the world’ (sotér tou
kosmou) is found only twice in the NT, here and in
John 4:42. In John 4:42 it forms part of the Samaritan
villagers’ response to the woman who encountered
Jesus at the well of Sychar....In this context (1 john
4:14) the expression ‘Saviour of the world’ carries the
sense that Jesus is the Saviour of Samaritans as well
as Jews. It is as Saviour of the world that he is
recognised. This is in line with the purpose of the
Fourth Evangelist to acquaint his readers with the
true identity of Jesus so that, believing in him, they
might enjoy life in his name.” (Colin G. Kruse, The
Letters of John, The Pillar New Testament
Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England:
W.B. Eerdmans Pub.; Apollos, 2000), 164.)

(RR) John 9:39

Alternate translation: Jesus then said, "I came into
the world to bring everything into the clear light of
day, making all the distinctions clear, so that those
who have never seen will see, and those who have
made a great pretense of seeing will be exposed as
blind." (The Message)

Jesus had just healed a blind man. They which see not
might see) “Blindness is here to be interpreted on

two levels. On the one hand, the Pharisees who had
by physical standards been able to see were by
spiritual standards revealed to be blind. On the other
hand, the former blind man [verse 7] who had come
to see physically in fact also became the model of
spiritual perception.” (The New American Com-
mentary (NAC))

(RR) John 10:7, 9, 11, 14, 16-18, 27-30

Jesus the Good Shepherd. [Verse 7] | am the door of
the sheep) “Jesus introduced another of His "I am"
claims. He professed to be the door or gate of the
sheepfold. Some commentators have pointed out
that some ancient Near Eastern shepherds slept in
the gateways of their sheepfolds and so served as
human gates. This may seem to alleviate the
incongruity of Jesus being both the Shepherd and the
gate. However the other differences in the two
pictures of the fold presented in John 10:1-5; John
10:7-18 argue for separate though similar
illustrations rather than one harmonious illustration.
This pericope does not simply explain the previous
illustration, but it develops certain metaphors in that
illustration. Jesus contrasted Himself as the gate with
the thieves and robbers who preceded Him. He
provided protection and security for His sheep
whereas the others sought to exploit them.”
(Expository Notes (CONSTABLE))

[Verse 9] And shall go in and out) DSB explains: “To
describe something of what that entrance to God
means, Jesus uses a well-known Hebrew phrase. He
says that through him we can go in and come out. To
be able to come and go unmolested was the Jewish
way of describing a life that is absolutely secure and
safe. When a man can go in and out without fear, it
means that his country is at peace, that the forces of
law and order are supreme, and that he enjoys
perfect security....Once a man discovers, through
Jesus Christ, what God is like, a new sense of safety
and of security enters into life. If life is known to be in
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the hands of a God like that, the worries and the
fears are gone.” (The Daily Study Bible (DSB))

[Verse 11] the good shepherd) “The word kalos
(good) emphasizes genuineness, value, and truth.”
(Kenneth 0. Gangel, John, vol. 4, Holman New
Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN: Broadman &
Holman Publishers, 2000), 197.)

METACOMMENT: “The essence of Jesus' service was
love. Unselfed love was the mainspring of his
compassion and helpfulness, his self-abnegation and
self-sacrifice. It inspired, animated, directed all his
efforts on behalf of humanity.” Please refer to this
article which is under copyright: (Sinclair, Duncan,
“‘He that serveth’”, Sentinel Vol. 39 (3 April 1937), p.
610.) JSH-Online»

[Verse 14] “‘I have other sheep, too — i.e. Gentile
believers — which do not belong to this fold,” i.e. to
the Jewish community so far as it has already
recognized Christ. Jesus already ‘had’ these believers
because, though they are not yet gathering, they are
destined for him by the Father....The ideas of the fold
and the flock are deliberately contrasted. The bond is
not in a common organization, but in a common
relationship to one Lord. There may be various folds,
though but one flock and one shepherd.” (The
Moffatt New Testament Commentary (MNTC), p240)

Alternate translation: 17 The Father loves me
because | am willing to give up my life, in order that |
may receive it back again. 18 No one takes my life
away from me. | give it up of my own free will. | have
the right to give it up, and | have the right to take it
back. This is what my Father has commanded me to
do. (Good News Translation)

[Verses 17-18] “The first theological comment in
verse 17 is a defence against seeing the crucifixion as
proof of God’s displeasure. It is surprisingly evidence
of the Father’s love, i.e. his confidence in what the
Son is doing and his confidence that he lays down his
life to receive it back again. This establishes the
principle: resurrection is not the meritorious reward
for heroism or the compassionate dealing with
tragedy, but the proof that eternal life arises only
from surrendered life. The second theological
comment in verse 18 defends Jesus against the
thought that he died unwillingly. Jesus lays down his

life to initiate the power of resurrection.” (Epworth
Commentaries (EPW))

[Verse 30] Alternate translation: | and the Father are
one heart and mind. (The Message)

(1) 1 John 1:1-3

The Word of Life. [Verse 1] Alternate translation:
The Word of life existed from the beginning. We have
heard it. We have seen it. We observed and touched
it. This life was revealed to us. We have seen it, and
we testify about it. We are reporting to you about this
eternal life that was in the presence of the Father and
was revealed to us. (God’s Word)

“The "beginning" (Gr.arche) may refer to the
beginning of all things (John 1:1) or the beginning of
the creation (Genesis 1:1). It could also refer to the
beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry, the beginning of
the readers’ experience as Christians, or the
beginning of the Christian gospel. The last option
seems most consistent with what John proceeded to
say about that beginning. The baptism of Jesus, the
start of His public ministry and its proclamation,
signaled this beginning.... The "word of life" probably
refers to the message about Jesus Christ, namely, the
gospel. John referred to Jesus as "the Word" in his
Gospel, and he described Jesus claiming to be "the
life" (John 14:6).” (Expository Notes (CONSTABLE))

(2) 1John 4:9

Vocabulary: manifested - clearly visible to the eye or
obvious to the understanding; (NW1828)

“Although the word translated one and only
(monogenés) is often rendered “only begotten,”... the
word means “one-of-a-kind” and is reserved for Jesus
alone in the Johannine literature of the NT. While all
Christians are children of God (tekna theou), Jesus is
God’s Son in a unique, one-of-a-kind sense. The word
is used in this way in all its uses in the Gospel of John
(1:14, 18; 3:16, 18).” (New English Translation notes)

(3) 2 Corinthians 5:17-20

Vocabulary: reconcile - To conciliate anew; to call
back into union (NW1828)

imputing - To charge; to attribute; to set to the
account of; (NW18280

[Verse 18] Alternate translation: All this is from God.
Through Christ, God made peace between us and
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himself, and God gave us the work of telling everyone
about the peace we can have with him. (New Century
Version)

[Verse 18] Paul would not have been a new man in
Christ, unless he had first been reconciled to God.
God had, however, brought about that reconciliation
by Jesus Christ, i.e. as Paul has learned at his
conversion....This gospel had to be proclaimed before
it could be accepted; and, because Paul had been
both called and empowered by God to proclaim it, his
ministry could be accurately described as a ministry
of reconciliation.” (The Tyndale New Testament
Commentaries (TNTC), p88-9)

(4) Romans 5:1, 11

Alternate translation: And in addition to everything
else, we are happy because God sent our Lord Jesus
Christ to make peace with us. (Contemporary English
Version)

[Verse 11] Atonement) The Greek noun katallagé is
only here in the KJV translated “atonement”;
elsewhere it is “reconciliation” [as in 2 Corinthians
5:18f]. Ralph Earle defines the term: “The Oxford
English Dictionary says that atone originally was
‘short for the phrase set or make at one’ and that the
noun was formed by a combination of the phrase ‘at
onement.”” (Earle, Ralph, Word Meanings in the New
Testament (Peabody: Hendrickson, 1998))

METACOMMENT: “As Mrs. Eddy truly says: "The
atonement is a hard problem in theology" (Science
and Health, p. 328). It is a hard problem, because
theological teaching, as distinguished from Christ's
teaching, has deliberately and persistently fixed a
latter-day or secondary meaning to the word, which
latter-day or secondary meaning is "expiation,"
"sacrifice or reparation for the commission of sins." It
can be abundantly proved that this secondary
meaning of the word has been purely an outgrowth
of dogmatic theology. The primary, or pure old-
English meaning of the word "atonement," the
meaning which prevailed in the English language at
the time the New Testament was first translated
from the original Greek, was literally "a setting at
one," or reconciliation; restoration of friendly
relations; agreement; concord.” (W. S. B., “Atone-
ment: Its Primary and Original Meaning”, Journal
Vol. 15 (February 1898), p. 676.) JSH-Online»

(5) Galatians 4:6

Abba) “An Aramaic term of endearment, used by
young children to speak to their fathers; the
equivalent of the word Daddy.” (The MacArthur Bible
Commentary (MacA))

(6) John 13:31

Vocabulary: glorify — “to make glorious by bestowing
honor, praise, or admiration.” It also can be defined
as “to elevate to celestial glory.” (Merriam-Webster)

“Since God is glorified in him (the Son of Man) God
will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him
immediately.” The Greek text has the word doxazo
(“glory” or “honor”) five times in vv. 31-32. This
repetition would mean that it speaks of more than
simply honor. It is the clear statement of the
exchange of glory between God and his Son, Jesus
Christ.” (Simmons, Brian, The Passion Translation
notes)

(7) John 6:33

Vocabulary: quickeneth — to make alive; 2. To make
alive in a spiritual sense (NW1828)

(8) John 17:1, 6, 20, 21

Alternate translation: 1 After Jesus said these things,
he looked toward heaven and prayed, “Father, the
time has come. Give glory to your Son so that the Son
can give glory to you. 6 | showed what you are like to
those you gave me from the world. They belonged to
you, and you gave them to me, and they have obeyed
your teaching. 20 | pray for these followers, but | am
also praying for all those who will believe in me
because of their teaching. 21 Father, | pray that they
can be one. As you are in me and | am in you, | pray
that they can also be one in us.” (New Century
Version)

“Although Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4 have be-
come popularly known as the "Lord's Prayer," that
prayer was actually taught to the disciples by Jesus as
a pattern for their prayers. The prayer recorded here
is truly the Lord's Prayer, exhibiting the face-to-face
communion the Son had with the Father. Very little is
recorded of the content of Jesus' frequent prayers to
the Father (Matthew 14:23; Luke 5:16), so this prayer
reveals some of the precious content of the Son's
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communion and intercession with Him.”
MacArthur Bible Commentary (MacA))

(The

NTC divides the prayer into three parts: “First, Jesus
makes request with respect to himself (verses 1-5);
secondly, with respect (chiefly) to the apostles
(verses 6-19); thirdly, with respect to the Church
Universal  (verses 20-26).” (New Testament
Commentary (NTC))

(9) Philippians 2:5

Alternate translation: Let this same attitude and
purpose and [humble] mind be in you which was in
Christ Jesus: [Let Him be your example in humility:]
(Amplified Bible Classic Edition)

(10) Acts 10:38

Vocabulary: anointed - the consecration and
empowerment of individuals by the Holy Spirit for
service in His kingdom. (BibleHub)

(11) Mark 3:1-5

Jesus Heals a Man with a Withered Hand. [Verses 1-
5] “As was his regular custom, Jesus went into the
synagogue on the Sabbath. As Jesus entered, he
noticed a man with a deformed hand....Jesus’
enemies were the Pharisees (Mark 3:6). They were
spying on Jesus with the intention of finding some
fault in his actions so that they could condemn him.
Jesus’ reputation for healing (even on the Sabbath,
see Mark 1:21-26) preceded him, but would he dare
heal on the Sabbath with the Pharisees watching?
God’s law prohibited work on the seventh day of the
week (Exodus 31:14-17); thus, the religious leaders
allowed no healing to be done on the Sabbath unless
the person’s life was in danger. Healing, they argued,
was practicing medicine, and a person could not
practice his or her profession on the Sabbath.” (Life
Application New Testament Commentary (LANTC))

[Verse 5] “In anger...deeply distressed: This is the
only direct reference to Jesus being angry..The
phrase translated deeply distressed probably means
that he was grieved or deeply disappointed and hurt
at their sullen refusal to decide. Stubborn hearts:
Literally, Jesus was upset at their ‘hardness of
heart,”....The use of this language, influenced by the
OT, shows that Mark wished to describe the
unresponsiveness to Jesus in serious terms, as
disobedience to God’s revelation and not simply

innocent misunderstanding.” (New International

Bible Commentary (NIBC), p55)

“This passage is fundamental because it shows the
clash of two ideas of religion. (i) To the Pharisee
religion was ritual; it meant obeying certain rules and
regulations (ii) To Jesus religion was service. It was
love of God and love of men. Ritual was irrelevant
compared with love in action.” (The Daily Study Bible
(DsB))

(12) 1 John 4:15

Alternate translation: If we declare that Jesus is the
Son of God, we live in union with God and God lives in
union with us. (Good News Translation)

Vocabulary: confess - to acknowledge; to declare to
be true (NW1828)

METACOMMENT: “Here is a declaration that one life
unites God and man, that Father and son are one in
nature. The manifestation of man's true nature in
Christ Jesus effected works of healing, established
redemption, and revealed the kingdom of heaven.”
(McKenzie, William P., “The Revelation of the Son of
God”, Sentinel Vol. 30 (7 July 1928), p. 883.) JSH-
Online»

(13) Philippians 2:9-11, 13

“In this passage, words expressing supreme and
peerless quality serve to emphatically extol Christ
Jesus. The phrases “every knee should bow” and
“every tongue should confess” echo words spoken by
God about Himself in Isaiah 45:23. Though honor is to
be given to Jesus’ name here, the purpose of this
praise is to glorify God. (Clarke’s Commentary on the
Bible (CLARKE))

METACOMMENT: “The real significance of the word
name in this connection is nature, that the real
nature of a man is his true name, and thus that the
real name of Jesus is the spiritual or Christ nature;
and that owing to the Master's understanding and
demonstration of man's real nature he has been
called Christ Jesus, or Jesus the Christ.” (Gibson,
Frank W., “In his name’”, Journal Vol. 39 (June
1917), p. 148.) JSH-Online»

(14) Isaiah 52:10,13

[Verse 10] Alternate translation: The Lord will use his
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holy power; he will save his people, and all the world
will see it. (Good News Translation)

[Verse 10] his holy arm) “The purpose for which
God’s arm is bared is a holy one. He does not bare his
arm like some earthly tyrant to aggrandize himself at
the cost of all those whom he can beat down. Rather,
he exerts himself for those who are trampled down
by human greed, those who are broken on the rack of
sin, those who are imprisoned in the darkness of
desire.” (The New International Commentary on the
Old Testament (NICOT))

(15) Isaiah 53:1, 3-5

“There is not a verse of this chapter of Isaiah at which
one might not very well begin, as S. Philip the
Evangelist once did to the eunuch, and preach the
whole doctrine of Christ crucified.” (James Hastings,
ed., The Great Texts of the Bible: Isaiah (New York;
Edinburgh: Charles Scribner’s Sons; T&T Clark, 1910),
277.)

METACOMMENT: “THE Christian Church throughout
its history has universally pictured Christ Jesus as "the
man of sorrows." This subject has always been a
favorite one with the theologians; many a discourse
has had for its theme the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah,
with its wonderful word painting, where in prophetic
vision the Messiah is depicted as "a man of sorrows,
and acquainted with grief." Each year the Lenten
season is made a solemn anniversary of the
sufferings of our Lord. Artists have presented the
same subject,— the last supper, the agony in the
garden, the cross-bearing, the crucifixion, have been
painted again and again, and musicians have
reiterated the same solemn theme. So accustomed
have we become to this view of the Master that we
sometimes forget there is another side to the
picture,—forget that although there were deep
shadows of sorrow and woe, yet there were high
lights of bliss and joy. Although Jesus did experience
on the side of his humanity the depths of unutterable
woe, yet there was in his earthly experience an
underlying current of the truest, purest peace and
joy, a peace so deep and abiding that he leaves it as
his last precious legacy to his disciples, a joy so
immeasurable that his last petition is that his joy
might be fulfilled in them; so that while we may not
question the appropriateness of the title, "a man of

sorrows," yet we feel that Jesus may even more
fittingly be called the man of joy.” (Linnell, Caroline
E., “Jesus the Man of Joy”, Journal Vol. 26 (June
1908), p. 165.) JSH-Online»

(16) 1 Corinthians 15:3, 4

“In this final section of the letter, Paul gave a
masterly defense of the resurrection of Christ and its
importance to the Christian faith. The struggles in the
Corinthian church made it clear to Paul that they
needed to refocus their attention on the gospel. He
brought his letter to a close with a vigorous
proclamation of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”
(Life Application New Testament Commentary
(LANTC))

[Verse 3] The gospel/the scriptures) “Both the death
and the resurrection of Christ are said to have taken
place in accordance with the scriptures. If this refers
to any specific passage in the Old Testament perhaps
the most likely one is the description in Isaiah 53 of
the suffering and the subsequent exaltation of the
Servant of the Lord. [See Isaiah 53:3]” (The
Cambridge Bible Commentary on the New English
Bible (CBC))

(17) Matthew 28:1-10

The Resurrection. The other Mary) “All four Gospels
agree that very early on Sunday morning a group of
women headed for the tomb. The two Marys are
those mentioned in 27:56,61 as ‘Mary Magdalene
and Mary, the mother of James (the Less)* and
Joseph (Joses)’. Mark 16:1 explains the purpose of
their visit: after the Sabbath had passed: they wished
to anoint Jesus’ body with spices to give him a more
appropriate embalming. Perhaps they were hoping to
talk the guard into helping them get into the tomb.
Instead, the women will become the first witnesses
to the resurrection, a fact that seems to guarantee
the credibility of the account in a world that usually
did not accept women’s testimony as legally binding.
Were the story fabricated, only male witnesses would
have appeared.” (The New American Commentary
(NAC)) *“to distinguish him from James the son of
Zebedee.” (The Tyndale New Testament Com-
mentaries (TNTC)).
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(18) Colossians 2:6, 10, 12

Alternate translation: 6 Now that you have
welcomed the Anointed One, Jesus the Lord, into your
lives, continue to journey with Him and allow Him to
shape your lives. 10 You, too, are being completed in
Him, the One who has dominion over all rule, all
authority. 12 You were buried with Him beneath the
waters of the ceremonial washing called baptism and
then were raised up with Him by faith in the
resurrection power of God, who brought Him back
from the dead. (The Voice)

[Verse 6] “It is Christ also who must be the very
sphere of their spiritual growth and development.
They are to walk in dependence upon Him. Walking
speaks of the normal pattern of living. It suggests the
steady progress of the one who is patiently going on
in face of temptation to turn aside, or to be
discouraged.” (The Tyndale New Testament Com-
mentaries (TNTC))

[Verse 10] METACOMMENT: “Christ Jesus under-
stood the self-completeness of man as the son of
God; and throughout his brief but marvelous ministry
his effort was to make known the truth to mankind,
that they might demonstrate it, as he did, in
overcoming the evils of the world. Jesus did nothing
of himself. All his wondrous works were wrought by
the power of God, made manifest through his pure
spiritual consciousness.” Please refer to this article
which is under copyright: (Sinclair, Duncan, “Self-
Completeness”, Sentinel Vol. 35 (24 June 1933), p.
850.) JSH-Online»

[Verse 12] “In the only other Pauline context that
discusses baptism in this manner (Rom 6:1-4), Paul
identified the baptism as “into Christ.” The spiritual
aspects, not the symbolic, were uppermost in his
mind. It is the same here. It is a baptism with him into
the grave (“burial”), representing a death to the old
life. Paul was not, however, addressing the event of
water baptism; he was addressing the spiritual
meaning that undergirds it...The believer’s burial
with Christ is effected at his spiritual baptism, and his
resurrection with Christ depends on God’s power
(“the operation of God,” KJV). Specifically, through
faith in “the working of God” a spiritual resurrection
occurs...The resurrection life of the believer is
effected by faith in the power of God who alone can

bring it about.” (Richard R. Melick, Philippians,
Colossians, Philemon, vol. 32, The New American
Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman
Publishers, 1991), 259-261.)

(19) Ephesians 13, 19-21

[Verse 13] Alternate translation: But now, through
the blood of Christ, you who were once outside the
pale are with us inside the circle of God'’s love and
purpose. () B Phillips New Testament)

[Verse 13] METACOMMENT: “The word ‘blood’ is
generally used to signify life. In Genesis we read, ‘But
flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof,
shall ye not eat." Now substituting "life" for "blood’
we would have, ‘Without shedding [giving up] of
blood [life] is no remission [sending away or putting
away],’ that is, Without the giving up of a false sense
of life there is no putting away of sin. Also we would
have, ‘The blood [life] of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin.” This makes the passage
clear, although it is just the opposite of the
interpretation generally given.” (Rome, Rev. James J.,
“Atonement”, Sentinel Vol. 18 (4 December 1915), p.
264.) JSH-Online»

[Verse 20) Christ himself being the chief corner stone)
“Christ is the foundation: here he is the cornerstone
of the building. The Greek noun akrogoniaios
(‘cornerstone’) literally means ‘at the tip of the
angle’. It refers to the capstone or binding stone that
holds the whole structure together. It covered a right
angle joining two walls. In the East it was considered
to be even more important than the foundation
itself.” (The Expositor’s Bible Commentary (EBC))

(20) Psalm 56:12

Alternate translation: God, | must keep my -promises
[vows] to you. | will give you my -offerings to thank
you [thank offerings], (Expanded Bible)

“l1 have bound myself with vows to you, O God.
(NEB)” “The suppliant accepts responsibility for and
readiness to fulfill vows made to God. The vows
would be fulfilled with praise and thank-offerings.”
(Word Biblical Commentary (WBC))

(21) Psalm 119:10

“my whole heart) Describes undivided loyalty and
perhaps total effort. Here, lev (“heart”) is the center
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of a person’s loyalties and the seat of emotions.”
(John D. Barry et al., Faithlife Study Bible (Belling-
ham, WA: Lexham Press, 2012, 2016), Ps 119:10.)

METACOMMENT: “The honest, heartfelt desire to be
good, to be Christly, not to sin against God, both
nurtures and strengthens the love and understanding
of God that are already within us—no matter how
deeply hidden they may seem to be.... Our love for
God leads us in right directions and protects our
upward footsteps.” Please refer to this article which
is under copyright: (Stinson, Barbara-lean, “A
shepherd’s faith—today!”, Sentinel Vol. 88 (7 July
1986), p. 1252.) JSH-Online»

(22) Isaiah 30:21

In the Old Testament “way must be understood in a
metaphorical sense of the right moral and religious
path revealed through the Torah.” (New Century
Bible Commentary (NCB), p250-1)

“A word behind you conveys both the nearness of the
Teacher and the sensitivity of the pupil. Instead of
the stubborn animal which has to be dragged or
beaten into going in the proper direction, here is a
person whose teacher is just at his shoulder and little
more than a word of guidance from time to time is
necessary for him to stay on the right path. This is the
ideal of the Spirit-filled life, where the contact
between us and Him is so intimate that only a
whisper is sufficient to move us in His way.” (The
New International Commentary on the Old
Testament (NICOT))

(23) Proverbs 3:5, 6

Alternate translation: 5 Trust in and rely confidently
on the LORD with all your heart And do not rely on
your own insight or understanding. 6 In all your ways
know and acknowledge and recognize Him, And He
will make your paths straight and smooth [removing
obstacles that block your way]. (Amplified Bible)

“The word “trust” is used in the OT in (1) literal
physical sense: to physically lean upon something for
support and (2) figurative sense: to rely upon
someone or something for help or protection. The
verb is often used with false securities, people
trusting in things that prove to be worthless. But here
the object of the secure trust is the Lord who is a
reliable object of confidence. The “heart” functions

as a metonymy [a figure of speech that replaces the
name of a thing with the name of something else
with which it is closely associated] of subject
encompassing mind, emotions and will.” (New
English Translation notes)

METACOMMENT: “Are not the Scriptures, and our
Leader's writings, full of the idea of a possible
partnership with God. with Jesus as our elder
brother, showing us the way to the Father's side? The
beauty of this thought to me, is its universal
practicability. Men, women, and children, in every
station of life, in all pursuits and possible avocations,
are eligible to an equal partnership, according to
their grace and understanding, with their Heavenly
Father, having the incalculable benefit of His infinite
power, wisdom, and love....The God-principle should
be omnipresent in the office or factory, as well as in
the home and the church.... A partnership with God is
all-inclusive and embraces Divine protection and
guidance in all the affairs of life.” (Van Inwagen,
James, “‘Behold, God is my salvation’”, Journal Vol.
19 (January 1902), p. 630.) JSH-Online»
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Bible Stories: This Week

Complete Stories and Chapter Sections corresponding to this week’s Christian Science Bible Lesson
April 13 - 19, 2026

From the Cumulative Bible Commentary Archive for this week:

Golden Text: 1 John 4:1-14

Responsive Reading: John 9:35-41; John 10:22-30

Section 1: 1 John 1:1-10; 1 John 4:1-14; 2 Corinthians 5:17-18 in FOCUS; Romans 5:1-11

Section 2: Galatians 4:1-7; John 13:31-35; John 6:60-65; John 17:1-5; John 17:6-12; John 17:20-26
Section 3: Acts 10:34-43; 1 John 4:15-21; Philippians 2:12-13 in FOCUS

Section 4: Isaiah 52:1-15; Isaiah 53:1-8; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Section 5: Ephesians 2:19-22

Section 6: Psalm 119:9-16; Isaiah 30:15 in FOCUS; Proverbs 3:1-12

Mark 3:1-6

Jesus Heals a Man with a Withered Hand

(CEB)* 'lesus returned to the synagogue. A man with a withered hand was there. 2 Wanting to bring
charges against Jesus, they were watching Jesus closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath. 3 He
said to the man with the withered hand, “Step up where people can see you.” * Then he said to them,
“Is it legal on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” But they said nothing.
>Looking around at them with anger, deeply grieved at their unyielding hearts, he said to the man,
“Stretch out your hand.” So he did, and his hand was made healthy. ® At that, the Pharisees got
together with the supporters of Herod to plan how to destroy Jesus.

*(Common English Bible) View textin: AMP | GNT | KJV | MSG | NET | NIV | NLT | NRSVUE | VOICE

COMMENTARY/RESOURCES:
1 And he entered again into the synagogue; and there was a man there which had a withered hand.
(KJV)

(PHIL) On another occasion when he went into the synagogue, there was a man there whose
hand was shrivelled,

BIBLE CHARACTER NOTES: “a man...which had a withered hand”

COMMENTARY: “As was his regular custom (noted by the word again), Jesus went into the synagogue on the
Sabbath. As Jesus entered, he noticed a man with a deformed hand. Luke adds that it was the man’s right hand
(Luke 6:6). Jesus’ enemies were the Pharisees (Mark 3:6). They were spying on Jesus with the intention of
finding some fault in his actions so that they could condemn him. Jesus’ reputation for healing (even on the
Sabbath, see Mark 1:21-26) preceded him, but would he dare heal on the Sabbath with the Pharisees
watching? God’s law prohibited work on the seventh day of the week (Exodus 31:14-17); thus, the religious
leaders allowed no healing to be done on the Sabbath unless the person’s life was in danger. Healing, they
argued, was practicing medicine, and a person could not practice his or her profession on the Sabbath.” (Life
Application New Testament Commentary (LANTC))
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2 And they watched him, whether he would heal him on the sabbath day; that they might accuse him.
(KJV)

(AMP) And [the Pharisees] kept watching Jesus [closely] to see whether He would cure him on
the Sabbath, so that they might get a charge to bring against Him [formally].

COMMENTARY: “In Mark’s context, ‘they’ must clearly be understood as the Pharisees who are mentioned in
verse 6. It is notable how their opposition has grown throughout 2:1-3:6; hitherto they have responded
indignantly to those actions of Jesus which they have witnessed, but now they are said to be watching him with
the deliberate purpose of bringing a charge against him. According to Exodus 31:14 the penalty for Sabbath
breaking was death, and although it was unlikely that this could be enforced in the time of Jesus, a charge of
Sabbath breaking would be sufficient to discredit Jesus as a prophet. His power to heal is apparently here taken
for granted — the only question is whether he would heal..on the Sabbath.” (Black’s New Testament
Commentaries (BNTC), p107)

3 And he saith unto the man which had the withered hand, Stand forth. (KJV)
(NCV) Jesus said to the man with the crippled hand, “Stand up here in the middle of everyone.”

COMMENTARY: “The Lord clearly takes the offensive. He is opposed to all secret scheming and conniving,
furtive watching and under-cover planning. Besides, he may have wished to elect the sympathy of the audience
for this handicapped person. So, he tells the man to get up and to stand where everybody can see him.” (Word
Biblical Commentary (WBC), p115)

4 And he saith unto them, Is it lawful to do good on the sabbath days, or to do evil? to save life, or to
kill? But they held their peace. (KJV)

(TPT) Then he turned to all those gathered there and said, “Is it against the law to do evil on the
Sabbath or to do good? To destroy a life or to save one?” But no one answered him a word.

COMMENTARY: “Jesus comprehends the unspoken thoughts of his critics and answers them with a question.
The issue, as in the previous story, concerns what is permitted...on the Sabbath. It was not normally
permissible to heal on the Sabbath, since healing was classified as work but, if life was in danger, then
emergency treatment was allowed. It is to this principle that Jesus appeals and which he extends since in this
case the man’s life is not in danger. In drawing a sharp antithesis between doing good and doing evil, and
between attitudes which either save life or kill, Jesus refuses to draw a distinction between saving life in the
narrowest sense and the offer of full life which characterizes his whole ministry. To delay healing for a day is to
deny the Torah’s true intention, which is the glory of God and the benefit of man.” (Black’s New Testament
Commentaries (BNTC), p107)

To save life, or to kill?) DSB interprets Jesus’ question: “He was taking steps to save this wretched man'’s life,
they were thinking out methods of killing him. On any reckoning it was surely a better thing to be thinking
about helping a man than it was to be thinking about killing a man. No wonder they had nothing to say!” (The
Daily Study Bible (DSB))

5 And when he had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for the hardness of their

hearts, he saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it out: and his hand was
restored whole as the other. (KJV)

(PHIL) Then Jesus, deeply hurt as he sensed their inhumanity, looked round in anger at the
faces surrounding him, and said to the man, "Stretch out your hand!" And he stretched it out,
and the hand was restored as sound as the other one.

ILLUSTRATION: “The Man with the Withered Hand,” James Tissot, 1886-96, Image
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COMMENTARY: “In anger...deeply distressed: This is the only direct reference to Jesus being angry...The phrase
translated deeply distressed probably means that he was grieved or deeply disappointed and hurt at their
sullen refusal to decide. Stubborn hearts: Literally, Jesus was upset at their ‘hardness of heart,” and this term is
borrowed from such passages as Exod. 7:14, 22; 8:19; 9:35, where equivalent terms are used to describe the
pharaoh’s resistance to Moses’ demand that Israel be set free....The use of this language, influenced by the OT,
shows that Mark wished to describe the unresponsiveness to Jesus in serious terms, as disobedience to God’s
revelation and not simply innocent misunderstanding.” (New International Bible Commentary (NIBC), p55)

This passage is fundamental because it shows the clash of two ideas of religion. (i) To the Pharisee religion was
ritual; it meant obeying certain rules and regulations (ii) To Jesus religion was service. It was love of God and
love of men. Ritual was irrelevant compared with love in action.” (The Daily Study Bible (DSB))

METACOMMENT: In the third chapter of Mark it is recorded that Jesus saw in the temple a man with a
withered hand; and we are told: "He saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it out: and
his hand was restored whole as the other." It is evident that the Master was led to give this startling command
through his clear understanding and grasp of the spiritual fact concerning the wholeness of God's man; and the
one spoken to must himself also have apprehended, grasped, or anticipated at least something of good in order
to make the obedient mental effort which resulted so wonderfully in his manifestation of health. If the universe
were not sustained by divine Principle, such mental procedure, involving the realization of spiritual truth
through faith ripened into understanding, would be impossible,— it would have no foundation, and could bring
no results; but as the universe is supported and governed by divine Mind, or Principle, we obtain good and
bring it into human experience through this scientific process of realization. It is this very fact that it bases its
activity upon divine Principle, and not upon human will, which distinguishes Christian Science from all those
systems of so-called mental science that seek, through the exercise of human will, to attain results. But real
success can never attend such misdirected attempts; for Jesus said, "The Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth
the works." Man can never create; but he can perceive and appropriate what God creates: he can reflect, or
express, that which is given to him "from the Father," even as the mathematician perceives and utilizes the
solution to his problem gained through perception of mathematical law.” (Haskell, Olcott, “Scientific
Anticipation”, Journal Vol. 75 (December 1922), p. 355.)

JSH-Online: https://journal.christianscience.com/issues/1922/12/40-9/scientific-anticipation

6 And the Pharisees went forth, and straightway took counsel with the Herodians against him, how
they might destroy him. (KJV)

(AMP) At once the Pharisees went away and met with the supporters of Herod to plot how to
kill Jesus.

BIBLE CHARACTER NOTES: Pharisees; Herodians

COMMENTARY: “The repeated theme in this section has been that controversy centered on what Jesus said and
did on the Sabbath. These matters come to a boiling point at 3:6 where, so threatening is Jesus to the status
quo, or at least the Pharisaic and Herodian agendas, his demise is plotted by these two disparate groups.”
(Witherington, Ill, Ben, The Gospel of Mark (Grand Rapids, Eerdmans, 2001))

PNTC mentions: “The reasons for their resolve are not stated, but the evidence against Jesus has been
compounding: Sabbath violations (1:21-25; 2:23-28), fraternizing with sinners (1:40; 2:13-17), disregarding
rabbinic custom (2:18-22), and presumption to forgive sins (2:10-11).” (Pillar’s New Testament Commentary
(PNTC))

NOTES:
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Over 100 complete Bible stories, chapters/chapter segments are provided in canonical order for your
weekly Bible study during the year. The format is designed so you can print and arrange the complete
stories / chapters in 3-ring binders in canonical order for future, easy reference. New stories/chapters are
published each week, so that you can build a cumulative Bible study reference tool. We are also building an
online cumulative archive which you will be able to access at any time once it is launched.

The text of each featured story/chapter is presented in the Common English Version (CEB), and just below
the block of text are links to the text in nine other translations or paraphrases. An alternate, modern Bible
translation for each verse is provided with the commentary on each verse, and a list of the Bible version
abbreviations with full titles and copyright information can be found at the end of this document.
Application notes and other resources are also provided. The “Bible Character Notes” mentioned are now
part of your Weekly Bible Notes subscription. Use your login credentials to access.

METACOMMENTS are helpful metaphysical notes relating to a verse or story. As of 2026, articles from the
Christian Science periodicals from 1930 and earlier are in the public domain.
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Biblical abbreviations and copyright information:

(ABP) Apostolic Bible Polyglot, Copyright © 1996, Charles Van der Pool. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

(AMP) Amplified® Bible, Copyright © 1954, 1958, 1962, 1964, 1965, 1987 by The Lockman Foundation Used by permission.
(ARAMAIC) The Original Aramaic New Testament in Plain English with Psalms & Proverbs, Rev. David Bausher .Copyright 2007. 8th
Edition Copyright 2013, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

(BBE) Bible in Basic English, public domain.

(BRENTON) Brenton’s English Septuagint, published in 1851, public domain.

(CEB) Common English Bible, Copyright © 2011 by Common English Bible

(CEV) Contemporary English Version, Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society.

(CJB) Complete Jewish Bible, Copyright © 1998, by David H. Stern. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

(DARBY) Darby Bible, public domain.

(DRB) Douay-Rheims Bible, public domain.

(EMP) Emphasized Bible by James Rotherham, public domain.

(ERV) Easy-to-Read Version, Copyright © 1987, 1999, 2006, 2008, by World Bible Translation Center. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.

(EMTV) English Majority Text Version, Copyright © 2002-2003. Paul W. Esposito. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

(ESV) English Standard Version, Good News Publishers.

(EXB) The Expanded Bible, Copyright © 2011, Thomas Nelson Inc., All rights reserved.

(FENTON) Ferrar Fenton Translation, public domain.

(GNB) Good News Bible - Second Edition, Copyright 1992 by American Bible Society. Used by Permission.

(GSNT) Goodspeed New Testament, Edgar J. Goodspeed, Copyright 1951, University of Chicago Press. Used by permission.

(GW) God’s Word® Translation, © 1995 God’s Word to the Nations. Used by permission of Baker Publishing Group.

(HCSB) Holman Christian Standard Bible, Holman Christian Standard Bible ® Copyright © 2003, 2002, 2000, 1999 by Holman Bible
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

(ISV) International Standard Version, registered trademarks of the ISV Foundation. Copyright © 1996, 2010, by the ISV Foundation.
Used by permission of Davidson Press. All rights reserved.

(KJV) King James Version, public domain.

(LAMSA) George Lamsa Translation, from the Aramaic of the Peshitta, Copyright © 1933, 1939, 1940, 1557, 1961 1967, 1868, A.J.
Holman Co.

(LEB) Lexham English Bible, Copyright © 2012 by Logos Bible Software. Lexam is a registered trademark of Logos Bible Software
(LXX) Septuagint or Greek Version of the Old Testament, public domain.

(MOFF) The Bible, A Translation by James Moffatt, Copyright 1950, 1952, 1953, 1954, James A.R. Moffatt.

(MSG) The Message: The Bible in Contemporary Language, Copyright © 2002 by Eugene Peterson. All rights reserved.
(MURDOCK) James Murdock New Testament, public domain. A translation of the Peshito Syriac New Testament into English by
James Murdock, 1851.

(NASB) New American Standard Bible, New American Standard Bible Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977,
1995 by The Lockman Foundation, La Habra, California. All rights reserved.

(NCV) New Century Version, Copyright © 1987, 1988, 1991 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

(NEB) New English Bible, Copyright © 1972 by the British and Foreign Bible Society. All rights reserved.

(NET) New English Translation, Copyright © 1996-2006 by Biblical Studies Press, L.L.C. http://netbible.com All rights reserved.
(N1V) The Holy Bible New International Version®, Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society® . Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

(NJB) New Jerusalem Bible, Copyright 1985, by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd. And Doubleday. All rights reserved.

(NLT) Holy Bible, The New Living Translation, Copyright © 1996 by Tyndale Charitable Trust. Used by permission of Tyndale House
Publishers. All rights reserved.

(NRSV) New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
Churches in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

(PHIL) The New Testament in Modern English, by JB Phillips Copyright © 1958, 1960, 1972 by JB Phillips. All rights reserved.
(REMEDY NT) Remedy New Testament, © 2026 Come And Reason Ministries, all rights reserved. Used by permission.

(RSV) The Holy Bible: Revised Standard Version, Copyright 1946, 1952, 1959, 1973 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

(VOICE) The Voice Bible, Copyright © 2012 Thomas Nelson, Inc. The Voice™ translation © 2012 Ecclesia Bible Society All rights
reserved.

(WNT) Weymouth New Testament (Modern Speech New Testament), public domain.

(YOUNG) Young'’s Literal Translation, public domain.
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