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Luke 8:1-3 

Women who followed Jesus (CEB)  
(CEB)*  1 Soon afterward, Jesus traveled through the cities and villages, 
preaching and proclaiming the good news of God’s kingdom. The Twelve 
were with him, 2 along with some women who had been healed of evil spirits 
and sicknesses. Among them were Mary Magdalene (from whom seven 
demons had been thrown out), 3 Joanna (the wife of Herod’s servant Chuza), 
Susanna, and many others who provided for them out of their resources. 
*(Common English Bible)  View text in: AMP | GNT | KJV | MSG | NET | NIV | NLT | 
NRSVUE | VOICE  

COMMENTARY/RESOURCES:  
  OVERVIEW: “As often, Luke is indefinite about time and place. He merely says (a) 

“Soon afterward,” that is, soon after the incident related at the close of the 
previous chapter; and (b) “from town to town and from village to village,” 
evidently in Galilee.” (Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament 
(BECNT)) “St. Luke here notices an alteration in the Master's way of life. From 
this time forward Jesus ceased to make Capernaum ‘his city,’ his usual residence; 
he now journeys with his little band of followers from place to place. From this 
time there was also a distinct change in the tone of his teaching. The Greek word 
rendered "afterward" is the same as that translated ‘in order’ in Luke 1:3.” (The 
Complete Pulpit Commentary (PUL)) 

1   And it came to pass afterward, that he went throughout every city and village, 
preaching and shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: and the twelve 
were with him, (KJV) 

(TPT) Soon afterward, Jesus began a ministry tour throughout the country, 
visiting cities and villages to announce the wonderful news of God’s 
kingdom. His twelve disciples traveled with him 

Bible Character Notes: “the twelve” (disciples) 
COMMENTARY: “What is important is the fact that wherever it was that Jesus spoke, in 
whatever town or village, whether in a house, a synagogue, or outside, he was with 
enthusiasm and earnestness proclaiming the good news of ‘the kingdom of God.’ Over 
against the yoke of bondage to all kinds of man-made regulations, he was heralding the 
realm of grace in which God is King, and salvation is his free gift to all who trust in him.” 
(New Testament Commentary (NTC)) 
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“Showing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God. The public work of Jesus may be well 
arranged under three heads: his work as Master, as Evangelist, and as Prophet. The first 
had especial relation to his own immediate followers, women as well as men. In the 
second, as the Preacher of the grace, mercy, and the love of God, he peculiarly 
addressed himself to the general population;—this was the special side of the Lord's 
work which St. Luke loved to dwell on; this is what he alludes to here. In the third, as 
Prophet, the Master spoke generally to an evil generation, and especially to the 
political and religious leaders of the Jewish society of his day.” (The Complete Pulpit 
Commentary (PUL)) 
2   And certain women, which had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary 

called Magdalene, out of whom went seven devils, (KJV) 
(NEB) and a number of women who had been set free from evil spirits and 
infirmities: Mary, known as Mary of Magdala, from whom seven devils had 
come out, 

Bible Character Notes: Mary Magdalene 
COMMENTARY: “The picture of women traveling with Jesus and his disciples would 
have been completely uncharacteristic of rabbis in ancient times. Rabbis refused to 
teach women because they were generally considered to be inferior. Jesus, however, 
lifted women up from degradation and servitude to the joy of fellowship and service. 
By allowing these women to travel with him, Jesus was showing that all people are 
equal under God. These women supported Jesus’ ministry with their own money. They 
owed a great debt to him because he had healed some of them and had cast out evil 
spirits from others.” (Life Application New Testament Commentary) 
“The most conspicuous of the group is Mary Magdalene. Contrary to popular 
supposition, she is never mentioned as a prostitute. Rather she has borne a mental 
affliction. Today we might well identify these [seven demons] as multiple personalities, 
often the result of abuse. She has known the healing of Jesus and will assume the title 
‘apostle to the apostles’ as she is the first to see the risen Christ and to give testimony 
to the Easter event (Mk.16:9-10; Jn.20:1).” (The IVP Women’s Bible Commentary, 
edited by Catherine C. Kroeger and Mary J. Evans (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 
2002)) 
METACOMMENT: “These were the fruits of the Spirit, which Mary brought as her 
grateful offering to the Saviour. Of her, it might well have been said, in the words of the 
Master, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord." The 
joy of her Lord, into which she would in due time enter, was heaven's reward for her 
measureless gratitude. We have but scanty records of Mary Magdalene until the time 
of the crucifixion. For two years she was privileged to be of the company which went 
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with the Master from city to city, preaching the glad tidings of the kingdom of God and 
healing the sick. We learn in the eighth chapter of Luke that she, with the twelve 
disciples and with many others, "ministered unto him of their substance."… Mary's life 
was a psalm of gratitude. In her gift of the alabaster box of ointment, gratitude's 
gracious offering is portrayed. At the cross, in the hour of adversity, we behold 
gratitude's devotion. At the empty tomb, in the light of a new day, seeing with clear 
vision the risen Christ, gratitude's reward is revealed. Gratitude's offering is the gift of 
self. It makes no reservations, but pours forth all. It measures not its service in wages. It 
is paid in the privilege of serving. Gratitude's devotion is the spontaneous expression of 
the heart's deep love. Success does not increase, nor failure lessen it. In adversity it 
grows stronger, and in the darkest hour it shines most bright. Gratitude's reward comes 
unsought. It is the new birth; it is the discovery of the risen Christ by the pure in heart; 
it is the abiding presence of the Life which is Love. The angelic song is again heard, 
"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men." (Thomlinson, 
Rev. Irving C., “A Story of Gratitude”, Journal Vol. 23 (May 1905), p. 80.) 
JSH-Online: https://journal.christianscience.com/issues/1905/5/23-2/a-story-of-
gratitude   
3   And Joanna the wife of Chuza Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, 

which ministered unto him of their substance. (KJV) 
(VOICE) There were others like Susanna and Joanna, who was married to 
Chuza, a steward of King Herod. And there were many others too. These 
women played an important role in Jesus’ ministry, using their wealth to 
provide for Him and His other companions. 

Bible Character Notes: Joanna; “Chuza Herod’s steward”; Susanna 
PRONUNCIATION: “Chuza (kyoo´zuh), a steward (property manager?) of Herod Antipas 
and the husband of Joanna,” Audio (Harper Collins Bible Dictionary (HBD))  
COMMENTARY: “Joanna is mentioned because as wife of Herod’s steward she is a 
person of substance. Though a married woman, Joanna is apparently traveling with 
Jesus’ group away from her husband. There are good Jewish parallels for women 
supporting rabbis and their disciples out of their own money, property, or foodstuffs, 
but these women are far more intimately caught up in the enterprise in which Jesus is 
engaged.” (Word Biblical Commentary (WBC)) 
“Only Luke’s gospel gives us the names Susanna [only mentioned here in the NT] and 
Joanna. Did women (with or without husbands) travel with Jesus and the other males? 
Or, since the area of Galilee is small, did the travel for women consist of day trips from 
home bases? In this gospel seventy disciples are also appointed and sent out two by 
two (10:1-20). Many women have traveled in pairs or with male counterparts? The 
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silent disciple on the road to Emmaus, for example, could be thought of as a woman 
(24:13-35). There may be a tradition behind Luke 8:2-3 that women were significant 
figures in the community and the intellectual activity that marked the original 
movement (Acts 18:26).” (Women’s Bible Commentary, Carol A. Newsom and Sharon 
H. Ringe, editors (Louisville; Westminster John Knox, 1998)) 

NOTES:  
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Acts 25:13-22 

King Agrippa informed about Paul (CEB)  
(CEB)*  13 After several days had passed, King Agrippa and Bernice arrived in 
Caesarea to welcome Festus. 14 Since they were staying there for many days, 
Festus discussed the case against Paul with the king. He said, “There is a man 
whom Felix left in prison. 15 When I was in Jerusalem, the Jewish chief priests 
and elders brought charges against him and requested a guilty verdict in his 
case. 16 I told them it is contrary to Roman practice to hand someone over 
before they have faced their accusers and had opportunity to offer a 
defense against the charges. 17 When they came here, I didn’t put them off. 
The very next day I took my seat in the court and ordered that the man be 
brought before me. 18 When the accusers took the floor, they didn’t charge 
him with any of the crimes I had expected. 19 Instead, they quibbled with him 
about their own religion and about some dead man named Jesus, who Paul 
claimed was alive. 20 Since I had no idea how to investigate these matters, I 
asked if he would be willing to go to Jerusalem to stand trial there on these 
issues. 21 However, Paul appealed that he be held in custody pending a 
decision from His Majesty the emperor, so I ordered that he be held until I 
could send him to Caesar.” 22 Agrippa said to Festus, “I want to hear the man 
myself.” “Tomorrow,” Festus replied, “you will hear him.” 
*(Common English Bible)  View text in: AMP | GNT | KJV | MSG | NET | NIV | NLT | 
NRSVUE | VOICE  

COMMENTARY/RESOURCES:  
  OVERVIEW: IBC presents the context which goes back to ch.21 when Paul was 

arrested by Jewish authorities in Jerusalem for sedition and desecration of the 
Temple. “When the Roman commander learns of a plot to assassinate Paul he 
decides to send him to the governor at Caesarea (23:l2-35). Paul duly appears 
before governor Felix who, however, keeps him in prison (24:1-27). A new 
governor, Porcius Festus, wishes to resolve the case of Paul and proposes to have 
him tried in Jerusalem, but Paul appeals to the Roman emperor (25:1-12). Festus 
consults King Agrippa II (25:13-27) before whom Paul makes a final defense of his 
beliefs (26:1-32).” (IBC, The International Bible Commentary editor, William R. 
Farmer (Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 1998)) 
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13   And after certain days king Agrippa and Bernice came unto Caesarea to salute 
Festus. (KJV) 

(NEB) After an interval of some days King Agrippa and Bernice arrived at 
Caesarea on a courtesy visit to Festus. 

Bible Character Notes: “king Agrippa” (Herod Agrippa II); Bernice; Festus (Porcius) 
MAP: “Caesarea,” map and article, BibleAtlas.org 
COMMENTARY: “Within days of Paul’s appeal to Caesar, Festus received a visit from the 
Jewish King Agrippa II and his sister Bernice. Likely this was a more-or-less official visit 
to establish relationships with the new procurator upon his assumption of office.” (John 
B. Polhill, Acts, vol. 26, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & 
Holman Publishers, 1992), 492.) 
“King Agrippa was Herod Agrippa II (a.d. 27-92/93), son of Herod Agrippa I (see Acts 
12:1). He ruled over parts of Palestine from a.d. 53 until his death. His sister Bernice 
was widowed when her second husband, Herod King of Chalcis, died in a.d. 48. From 
then she lived with her brother. In an attempt to quiet rumors of an incestuous 
relationship between them, she resolved to marry Polemo of Cilicia, but she soon left 
him and returned to Herod Agrippa II. Their incestuous relationship became the gossip 
of Rome according to Josephus (Ant. 20.7.3 [20.145-147]). The visit of Agrippa and 
Bernice gave Festus the opportunity to get some internal Jewish advice. Herod Agrippa 
II was a trusted adviser because he was known to be very loyal to Rome (Josephus, J. 
W. 2.16.4 [2.345-401]).” “Caesarea was a city on the coast of Palestine south of Mount 
Carmel (not Caesarea Philippi). See the note on Caesarea in Acts 10:1.” (New English 
Translation notes) 
“Porcius Festus was the procurator of Palestine who succeeded Felix; neither the 
beginning nor the end of his rule (at his death) can be determined with certainty, 
although he appears to have died in office after about two years. Nero recalled Felix in 
a.d. 57 or 58, and Festus was appointed to his vacant office in a.d. 57, 58, or 59. 
According to Josephus (Ant. 20.8.9-10 [20.182-188]; J. W. 2.14.1 [2.271-272]), his 
administration was better than that of his predecessor Felix or his successor Albinus, 
but Luke in Acts portrays him in a less favorable light: He was willing to sacrifice Paul to 
court Jewish favor by taking him to Jerusalem for trial (see 25:9), regardless of Paul’s 
guilt or innocence. The one characteristic for which Festus was noted is that he dealt 
harshly with those who disturbed the peace.” (New English Translation notes) 
14   And when they had been there many days, Festus declared Paul's cause unto 

the king, saying, There is a certain man left in bonds by Felix: (KJV) 
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(VOICE) Their visit lasted several days, which gave Festus the chance to 
describe Paul’s case to the king. Festus: Felix left me some unfinished 
business involving a prisoner named Paul. 

Bible Character Notes: Paul; Felix 
COMMENTARY: “Agrippa and Festus were anxious to cooperate in governing their 
neighboring territories. The relationship between the Herodian dynasty and the Roman 
governors had always been sticky (remember Herod Antipas and Pontius Pilate, for 
example, sending Jesus back and forth—Luke 23:1–12). Both rulers had certain 
authority—usually the governor over the military, and the Herodians over the temple 
and the priesthood. Both answered to Rome—though the governor did so more 
directly, since he was a direct appointee. Both walked a political tightrope over the 
difficult-to-rule Jews, who viewed both the Romans and the godless Herodians with 
pretty much equal skepticism. Though the Herods were partially Jewish, they used their 
“family” relationship with the Jews mostly to their personal political advantage. This 
state visit was an extended one (spending many days there), giving Festus an 
opportunity to discuss Paul’s case with the king. He began with a summary of the case 
his predecessor had left behind. Festus made it clear that the chief priests and elders of 
the Jews (with whom Agrippa would have had great influence because he was the one 
who appointed the high priest and controlled the temple treasury) had brought the 
charges and that they were asking to exercise their right to have Paul executed.” (Bruce 
B. Barton and Grant R. Osborne, Acts, Life Application Bible Commentary (Wheaton, IL: 
Tyndale House, 1999), 414–415.) 
“Felix the governor was Antonius Felix, a freedman of Antonia, mother of the Emperor 
Claudius. He was the brother of Pallas and became procurator of Palestine in a.d. 
52/53. His administration was notorious for its corruption, cynicism, and cruelty. 
According to the historian Tacitus (History 5.9) Felix “reveled in cruelty and lust, and 
wielded the power of a king with the mind of a slave.” (New English Translation notes) 
15   About whom, when I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the 

Jews informed me, desiring to have judgment against him. (KJV) 
(NRSV) When I was in Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the 
Jews informed me about him and asked for a sentence against him. 

COMMENTARY: “The importance of Paul is at once made manifest when Festus states 
how on his first visit to Jerusalem the Jewish rulers themselves, no less than “the high 
priests and the elders of the Jews,” made it their business not only to inform Festus in 
regard to Paul and their charges against him but asked in due form for “an adverse 
verdict against him,” the middle αἰτούμενοι being used whenever the request is made 
in a matter of business (R. 805). The Sanhedrists brought up Paul’s case as a piece of 
unfinished business in which they were involved. The Greek "a sentence of 
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condemnation against him" assume on the part of these Sanhedrists that Paul is guilty, 
and their request was that Festus should render the adverse verdict against Paul as 
being due him. Yet Festus fails to mention the fact that the Jews requested the favor of 
having Paul brought to Jerusalem where this adverse verdict was to be pronounced (v. 
3). Agrippa could not guess that.” (R. C. H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the Acts of the 
Apostles (Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg Publishing House, 1961), 1005.) 
16   To whom I answered, It is not the manner of the Romans to deliver any man to 

die, before that he which is accused have the accusers face to face, and have 
licence to answer for himself concerning the crime laid against him. (KJV) 

(NEB) I answered them, "It is not Roman practice to hand over any accused 
man before he is confronted with his accusers and given an opportunity of 
answering the charge." 
(VOICE) but I informed them that we Romans don’t work that way. We 
don’t condemn a person accused of a crime unless the accusers present 
their case in person so the accused has ample opportunity to defend 
himself against the charge. 

COMMENTARY: “But Festus had refused to accede to this peremptory request. Roman 
law demanded a fair trial in which an accused person could both hear the charges and 
evidence against himself and then make his defence. Whatever had happened under 
Felix’s jurisdiction—when there had in fact been precisely such a confrontation—it was 
necessary for Festus to re-open the matter and satisfy himself that justice was done.” 
(I. Howard Marshall, Acts: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 5, Tyndale New 
Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1980), 408.) 
17   Therefore, when they were come hither, without any delay on the morrow I sat 

on the judgment seat, and commanded the man to be brought forth. (KJV) 
(PHIL) Since these Jews came back here with me, I wasted no time but on 
the very next day I took my seat on the bench and ordered the man to be 
brought in. 

COMMENTARY: “The judgment seat (bēma) was a raised platform mounted by steps 
and sometimes furnished with a seat, used by officials in addressing an assembly or 
making pronouncements, often on judicial matters. The judgment seat was a familiar 
item in Greco-Roman culture, often located in the agora, the public square or 
marketplace in the center of a city.” (New English Translation notes) 
18   Against whom when the accusers stood up, they brought none accusation of 

such things as I supposed: (KJV) 
(NRSV) When the accusers stood up, they did not charge him with any of 
the crimes that I was expecting. 
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COMMENTARY: “When the Jewish leaders came to Caesarea, Festus had immediately 
convened the court, only to discover that Paul was not being charged with crimes 
against the state, but with religious offences.” (John R. W. Stott, The Message of Acts: 
The Spirit, the Church & the World, The Bible Speaks Today (Leicester, England; 
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1994), 368.) 
19   But had certain questions against him of their own superstition, and of one 

Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive. (KJV) 
(LAMSA) But they had certain grievances against him relative to their own 
worship and to one named Jesus, now dead, whom Paul affirmed to be 
alive. 

COMMENTARY: “Paul was tried, but no punishable charges resulted (Acts 25:17–19). 
Festus with customary efficiency convened the court (compare 25:6). Taking a hostile 
stance, the accusers surprised the governor by making religious charges: some points of 
dispute … about their own religion (compare 25:7). This was the consistent 
understanding of Roman officials about the nature of Jewish opposition to Christianity 
(18:15; 23:29). Evidently Festus has concluded there is nothing to the sedition charges; 
Paul has indeed done nothing wrong … against Caesar (25:8). Paul is not guilty of 
violating Caesar’s decrees against creating disturbances in the Jewish community. 
Festus has not decided about Paul’s culpability in the temple defilement matter, an 
issue of dual jurisdiction. The main point of dispute is a dead man named Jesus who 
Paul claimed was alive (v. 19). The phrasing reveals Festus’s attitude toward Christ’s 
resurrection and innocently communicates the prominent role it played in Paul’s 
defense. Though more general references to “resurrection of the dead” have peppered 
Paul’s defense (23:6; 24:15, 21), we now know that Jesus’ resurrection is the central 
point of contention. Paul certainly made that clear in his speech before the temple mob 
(22:7–10, 14–15, 17–21).” (William J. Larkin Jr., Acts, vol. 5, The IVP New Testament 
Commentary Series (Westmont, IL: IVP Academic, 1995), Ac 25:13–22.) 
METACOMMENT: “Superstition has played a large part in the religious beliefs of the 
world, for religion, dealing as it does with that which is beyond the grasp of the 
material senses, readily lends itself to mysticism, to belief in evil as power. A definition 
of superstition found in the Oxford Dictionary clearly sets this forth: "An irrational 
religious belief or practice; a tenet, scruple, or habit founded on fear or ignorance." 
Superstition, then, has no basis in reason: it is not founded on fact, but belief—on fear 
and ignorance. Looked at in the light of reason, how irrational and futile is 
superstition….When Festus, a successor to Pilate as procurator of Judea, described to 
King Agrippa the character of the accusations which the Jews were making against Paul, 
he declared they presented against him "certain questions . . . of their own 
superstition." Plainly Festus saw the ignorance and unreasonableness of their charges, 
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and in some degree saw how baseless they were. Paul told the citizens of Athens 
gathered on Mars Hill that they were "too superstitious;" that is, that they gave 
seeming power to the hidden and mysterious. Obviously, they could have had no 
accurate knowledge of God or of man, whose existence was entirely apart from their 
false beliefs. Superstition always enters when belief centers in the unknowable, upon 
which reliance is placed.” (Gilmore, Albert F., “Overcoming Superstition”, Sentinel Vol. 
31 (17 August 1929), p. 1010.) 
JSH-Online: https://sentinel.christianscience.com/issues/1929/8/31-51/overcoming-
superstition  
20   And because I doubted of such manner of questions, I asked him whether he 

would go to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these matters. (KJV) 
(CEB) Since I had no idea how to investigate these matters, I asked if he 
would be willing to go to Jerusalem to stand trial there on these issues. 

COMMENTARY: “Paul was offered a change of venue but instead appealed to Caesar 
(25:20–21). Festus was at a loss—perplexed—about this testimony to supernatural 
events (compare Lk 24:4; Acts 2:12; 5:24; 10:17). Not only the nature of the evidence 
but also the limits of his sphere of authority rendered Festus incompetent to judge 
these matters (Lk 20:25). This trial was about “God’s” sphere, not “Caesar’s.” But 
Festus’s perplexity did not keep him from trying, as his offer of a change of venue 
shows.” (William J. Larkin Jr., Acts, vol. 5, The IVP New Testament Commentary Series 
(Westmont, IL: IVP Academic, 1995), Ac 25:13–22.) 
21   But when Paul had appealed to be reserved unto the hearing of Augustus, I 

commanded him to be kept till I might send him to Caesar. (KJV) 
(PHIL) But when he appealed to have his case reserved for the decision of 
the emperor himself, I ordered him to be kept in custody until such time as 
I could send him to Caesar.” 

Bible Character Notes: Caesar (Nero) who reigned from a.d. 54-68 
COMMENTARY: “Festus quickly concluded his review. Paul had appealed to the 
emperor, so he was kept in custody until arrangements could be made to get him to 
Rome.” (Bruce B. Barton and Grant R. Osborne, Acts, Life Application Bible Commentary 
(Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House, 1999), 416.) 
22   Then Agrippa said unto Festus, I would also hear the man myself. To morrow, 

said he, thou shalt hear him. (KJV) 
(TPT) King Agrippa said to Festus, “I would like to listen to this man 
myself.” “Tomorrow,” he replied, “you will have that opportunity.” 
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COMMENTARY: “Agrippa provided the way for Festus to get further light on the 
problem by suggesting that he himself would like an opportunity to hear Paul. His 
curiosity had been roused by what he had just heard, and presumably by rumours that 
he had previously heard. Festus was happy to grant his request forthwith. Like Herod 
Antipas, Herod Agrippa was intrigued to find out more (Luke 23:8).” The story 
continues in chapter 26….(I. Howard Marshall, Acts: An Introduction and Commentary, 
vol. 5, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 
1980), 409.) 

NOTES:   
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Acts 26:1-32 

Paul’s defense before Agrippa (CEB)  
(CEB)*  1 Agrippa said to Paul, “You may speak for yourself.” So Paul gestured 
with his hand and began his defense. 2 “King Agrippa, I consider myself 
especially fortunate that I stand before you today as I offer my defense 
concerning all the accusations the Jews have brought against me. 3 This is 
because you understand well all the Jewish customs and controversies. 
Therefore, I ask you to listen to me patiently. 4 Every Jew knows the way of 
life I have followed since my youth because, from the beginning, I was 
among my people and in Jerusalem. 5 They have known me for a long time. If 
they wanted to, they could testify that I followed the way of life set out by 
the most exacting group of our religion. I am a Pharisee. 6 Today I am 
standing trial because of the hope in the promise God gave our ancestors. 
7 This is the promise our twelve tribes hope to receive as they earnestly 
worship night and day. The Jews are accusing me, King Agrippa, because of 
this hope! 8 Why is it inconceivable to you that God raises the dead? 9 “I 
really thought that I ought to oppose the name of Jesus the Nazarene in 
every way possible. 10 And that’s exactly what I did in Jerusalem. I locked up 
many of God’s holy people in prison under the authority of the chief priests. 
When they were condemned to death, I voted against them. 11 In one 
synagogue after another—indeed, in all the synagogues—I would often 
torture them, compelling them to slander God. My rage bordered on the 
hysterical as I pursued them, even to foreign cities.12 “On one such journey, I 
was going to Damascus with the full authority of the chief priests. 13 While 
on the road at midday, King Agrippa, I saw a light from heaven shining 
around me and my traveling companions. That light was brighter than the 
sun. 14 We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice that said to me in 
Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you harassing me? It’s hard for you to kick 
against a spear.’ 15 Then I said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The Lord replied, ‘I am 
Jesus, whom you are harassing. 16 Get up! Stand on your feet! I have 
appeared to you for this purpose: to appoint you as my servant and witness 
of what you have seen and what I will show you. 17 I will rescue you from 
your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you 18 to open their 
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eyes. Then they can turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan 
to God, and receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are 
made holy by faith in me.’ 19 “So, King Agrippa, I wasn’t disobedient to that 
heavenly vision. 20 Instead, I proclaimed first to those in Damascus and 
Jerusalem, then to the whole region of Judea and to the Gentiles. My 
message was that they should change their hearts and lives and turn to God, 
and that they should demonstrate this change in their behavior. 21 Because 
of this, some Jews seized me in the temple and tried to murder me. 22 God 
has helped me up to this very day. Therefore, I stand here and bear witness 
to the lowly and the great. I’m saying nothing more than what the Prophets 
and Moses declared would happen: 23 that the Christ would suffer and that, 
as the first to rise from the dead, he would proclaim light both to my people 
and to the Gentiles.”  

Festus Interrupts Paul’s Defense 
24 At this point in Paul’s defense, Festus declared with a loud voice, “You’ve 
lost your mind, Paul! Too much learning is driving you mad!” 25 But Paul 
replied, “I’m not mad, most honorable Festus! I’m speaking what is sound 
and true. 26 King Agrippa knows about these things, and I have been 
speaking openly to him. I’m certain that none of these things have escaped 
his attention. This didn’t happen secretly or in some out-of-the-way place. 
27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know you do.” 28 Agrippa said 
to Paul, “Are you trying to convince me that, in such a short time, you’ve 
made me a Christian?” 29 Paul responded, “Whether it is a short or a long 
time, I pray to God that not only you but also all who are listening to me 
today will become like me, except for these chains.” 30 The king stood up, as 
did the governor, Bernice, and those sitting with them. 31 As they left, they 
were saying to each other, “This man is doing nothing that deserves death or 
imprisonment.” 32 Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have been 
released if he hadn’t appealed to Caesar.” 
*(Common English Bible)  View text in: AMP | GNT | KJV | MSG | NET | NIV | NLT | 
NRSVUE | VOICE  
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COMMENTARY/RESOURCES:  
INTRODUCTION: “Jesus had foretold that his disciples would be brought before 
councils, governors, and kings (Luke 21:12). Paul has appeared before the 
Sanhedrin and two Roman governors. Now he comes before a king, Agrippa II, 
son of Agrippa I who had persecuted the leaders of the church in Jerusalem 
(cf.12:1-3). The episode recalls that in the passion of Jesus according to Luke 
(23:6-12) Jesus was sent by Pilate to Herod Antipas, the great-uncle of Agrippa 
II.” (Interpretation, a Bible commentary for teaching and preaching (IBC)) 

1   Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted to speak for thyself. Then Paul 
stretched forth the hand, and answered for himself: (KJV) 

(NEB) Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You may speak in your defense." So Paul, 
gesturing with his hand, started his defense: 

Bible Character Notes: “king Agrippa” (Herod Agrippa II); Paul 
COMMENTARY: “Paul’s speech before Festus, Agrippa, and Bernice (26:2-23) is his last 
major discourse,” as SP mentions. “This is also Paul’s longest apologia [“2. Literature. a 
work written as an explanation or justification of one’s motives, convictions, or acts,” 
Random House], and Luke has prepared for it elaborately in 25:13-27, by assembling 
the Roman governor, the Jewish king, their entourage, and the nobility of the city of 
Caesarea, to hear the strange man who apparently claims that ‘a certain dead man, 
Jesus, was alive’…Paul’s final defense can be read also as Christianity’s first real 
apologia before the sophisticated Greek world.” (Sacra Pagina (SP)) 
2    I think myself happy, king Agrippa, because I shall answer for myself this day 

before thee touching all the things whereof I am accused of the Jews: (KJV) 
(HCSB) “I consider myself fortunate, King Agrippa, that today I am going to 
make a defense before you about everything I am accused of by the Jews, 

COMMENTARY: The charges against Paul are listed by AB from ch.24: “(1) Paul is a pest; 
(2) he is an agitator, stirring up trouble among Jews all over the world; (3) he is a 
ringleader of the Nazareans; and (4) he has tried to desecrate the Temple.” (The Anchor 
Bible (AB)) 
 “In formal politeness, Paul directed his remarks to the king and considered himself 
fortunate to have this opportunity. That interesting word (makarios) is associated with 
the Beatitudes of Jesus (“blessed”). Paul also suggested that he defended himself 
against all the accusations of the Jews. In fact, accusations of sedition and rioting had 
been dismissed (25:18), and the accusation of defiling the temple never brought 
forward any competent witnesses (24:18–19). That really left Paul free to deal with one 
central issue—that he taught against Jewish law and perverted the doctrines of the Old 
Testament. Few officials in the Mediterranean world would have been more competent 
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to hear an explanation of that charge than Marcus Julius Agrippa II.” (Kenneth O. 
Gangel, Acts, vol. 5, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN: Broadman & 
Holman Publishers, 1998), 431.) 
3   Especially because I know thee to be expert in all customs and questions which 

are among the Jews: wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. (KJV) 
(LAMSA) Especially because I know you are familiar with all the customs 
and questions and laws of the Jews: wherefore, I beg you to hear me 
patiently. 

COMMENTARY: “The speech begins with the usual attempt to secure the favour of the 
hearers. Paul regards himself as making a defence against the accusations brought by 
the Jews, and therefore he counts himself fortunate to be able to do so before Agrippa, 
since the latter is particularly expert in the customs and disputes of the Jews. He 
therefore seeks for a patient hearing, especially since he envisages a speech of some 
length.” (I. Howard Marshall, Acts: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 5, Tyndale 
New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1980), 411.) 
4   My manner of life from my youth, which was at the first among mine own 

nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews; (KJV) 
(NEB) 'My life from my youth up, the life I led from the beginning among 
my people and in Jerusalem, is familiar to all Jews. 

COMMENTARY: “Paul began with his early life, which from the beginning had been 
spent among the Jews in Tarsus and in Jerusalem (where he had received much of his 
training and from where he had begun his persecution of the church).” (Bruce B. Barton 
and Grant R. Osborne, Acts, Life Application Bible Commentary (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale 
House, 1999), 422.) 
5   Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most 

straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee. (KJV) 
(TPT) If my accusers are willing to testify, they must admit that they’ve 
known me all along as a Pharisee, a member of the most strict and 
orthodox sect within Judaism. 

COMMENTARY: “A Pharisee was a member of one of the most important and influential 
religious and political parties of Judaism in the time of Jesus. There were more 
Pharisees than Sadducees (according to Josephus, Ant. 17.2.4 [17.42] there were more 
than 6,000 Pharisees at about this time). Pharisees differed with Sadducees on certain 
doctrines and patterns of behavior. The Pharisees were strict and zealous adherents to 
the laws of the OT and to numerous additional traditions such as angels and bodily 
resurrection.” (New English Translation notes)  
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“I lived a Pharisee: The Jewish historian Josephus described the Pharisees as “a body of 
Jews with the reputation of excelling the rest of the nation in the observances of 
religion, and as exact exponents of the laws.” Paul pointed out that he was not some 
stranger or foreigner trying to start a new religion. He was a Jew, a Pharisee, who lived 
out his Jewish faith better than most.” (Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Commentary 
(NNIBC)) 
6   And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God, unto 

our fathers: (KJV) 
(VOICE) But now I am on trial here for this simple reason: I have hope. I 
have hope rooted in a promise God made to our ancestors. 

COMMENTARY: “The “hope” of which Paul speaks is hope in the resurrection of the 
dead, as 24:15 and 26:8 make clear. This hope is founded on a promise made by God to 
Paul’s ancestors, probably a reference to Dan 12:2–3. That passage in Daniel may not 
be a “promise” in the strict sense, but, according to his wont, Luke makes Paul so 
interpret it. Earlier OT passages, such as Isa 26:19; Hos 6:2; and even Ezek 37:1–14, 
undoubtedly also contributed to the development of this “hope” in late pre-Christian 
Judaism.” (Joseph A. Fitzmyer, The Acts of the Apostles: A New Translation with 
Introduction and Commentary, vol. 31, Anchor Yale Bible (New Haven; London: Yale 
University Press, 2008), 756–757.) 
7   Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and night, 

hope to come. For which hope's sake, king Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews. 
(KJV) 

(CEB) This is the promise our twelve tribes hope to receive as they 
earnestly worship night and day. The Jews are accusing me, King Agrippa, 
because of this hope! 
(NLT) In fact, that is why the twelve tribes of Israel zealously worship God 
night and day, and they share the same hope I have. Yet, Your Majesty, 
they accuse me for having this hope! 

COMMENTARY: “Paul used the rich heritage of God’s promise to his and Agrippa’s 
common ancestors as a connection to Agrippa and to the Jews (the twelve tribes of 
Israel). They all shared the same hope, that God would keep the promise he had made 
to his people, a hope that was inextricably tied up with the resurrection of the dead 
(see Acts 23:6; Acts 24:15). If any Jew—from Abraham forward—had any hope for the 
fulfillment of any promise that God had made, it must be tied to a belief that he would 
be resurrected in some form at some time, or the whole concept of God’s promises 
would be ludicrous. That was Paul’s point. The absurdity was that Paul was being 
attacked for holding to this hope that was shared so adamantly by his Jewish brothers.” 
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(Bruce B. Barton and Grant R. Osborne, Acts, Life Application Bible Commentary 
(Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House, 1999), 423.) 
8   Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the 

dead? (KJV) 
(NLT) Why does it seem incredible to any of you that God can raise the 
dead? 

COMMENTARY: “Verse 8 is a rhetorical question which specifies quite clearly what Paul 
is referring to by this hope, namely, the resurrection from the dead. The point is that a 
Jew, such as Agrippa, who knows Jewish customs and beliefs and the Scriptures, should 
not find resurrection incredible or even a novel idea. The verse, however, probably 
makes the broader point as well that once one admits there is an all-powerful God, why 
should anyone find the idea of resurrection incredible.” (Witherington, Ben, III, The 
Acts of the Apostles: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary, Grand Rapids, MI: Wm B 
Eerdmans, 1998, p741)  
“Though Paul thinks of Jesus’ resurrection in particular, he puts the point as a general 
question. In so doing he reveals what a challenge the resurrection of Christ is to any 
human worldview. To Agrippa, if he is under the influence of aristocratic Sadducean 
thought, God’s raising of the dead is unbelievable….If, in general, resurrections do not 
happen, then what is claimed about Jesus did not occur. But if it did happen to Jesus, 
then a central feature of one’s worldview, belief about what happens after death, must 
be radically reoriented.”  (The IVP New Testament Series (IVP))    
METACOMMENT: “The Christ is here today, the same savior, healer, and comforter to 
all. What the immediate followers of Jesus did in this respect is a power and privilege 
that has never been withdrawn or canceled. They learned from the Master the 
legitimacy, the normality of goodness and purity, of health and peace, of freedom from 
anxiety. Wherever they went they took these blessings, until we can understand that, 
despite persecution and distresses, the early Christians were the happiest people on 
earth. Like their Master, the disciples lived by the power of the spirit of Truth, and 
demonstrated it. The fruits were seen in their simple but undaunted faith. Paul's 
question when before Agrippa, "Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, 
that God should raise the dead?" the instantaneous healing of the lame man at the gate 
of the temple, and many other incidents that are recorded in The Acts, as well as the 
deep spiritual teaching of the epistles, show us today what advanced Christian 
Scientists the apostles were.” (Nall, Robert, “Healing Natural and Normal”, Sentinel 
Vol. 17 (26 June 1915), p. 844.) 
JSH-Online: https://sentinel.christianscience.com/issues/1915/6/17-43/healing-natural-
and-normal   
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9   I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the 
name of Jesus of Nazareth. (KJV) 

(MSG) "I admit that I didn't always hold to this position. For a time I 
thought it was my duty to oppose this Jesus of Nazareth with all my might. 

COMMENTARY: SP finds this the third time Paul speaks of his conversion on the Road to 
Damascus (see Acts 9:3f.; 22:6f.). “Two aspects of the present statement deserve 
particular notice: a) Paul pictures his former activities as motivated by a certain sense 
of obligation; b) he uses ‘the name’ as representing the Christian movement.” (Sacra 
Pagina (SP)) 
10   Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in 

prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were 
put to death, I gave my voice against them. (KJV) 

(PHIL) Yes, that is what I did in Jerusalem, and I had many of God’s people 
imprisoned on the authority of the chief priests, and when they were on 
trial for their lives I gave my vote against them. 

COMMENTARY: “With the authorization of the leading priests, Paul had captured 
believers in Jerusalem and sent them to prison. He even went so far as to cast his vote 
against Christians when they were condemned to death. Much of Paul’s work was done 
through the synagogues, where Paul found most of the Christians in the early days of 
the movement. This would remind Agrippa that the Christian movement had Jewish 
roots.” (Life Application New Testament Commentary (LANTC)) 
11   And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to 

blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even 
unto strange cities. (KJV) 

(NET) I punished them often in all the synagogues and tried to force them 
to blaspheme. Because I was so furiously enraged at them, I went to 
persecute them even in foreign cities. 
(NLT) Many times I had them punished in the synagogues to get them to 
curse Jesus. I was so violently opposed to them that I even chased them 
down in foreign cities. 

COMMENTARY: “A synagogue was a place for Jewish prayer and worship, with 
recognized leadership (cf. Luke 8:41). Though the origin of the synagogue is not entirely 
clear, it seems to have arisen in the postexilic community during the intertestamental 
period. A town could establish a synagogue if there were at least ten men. In normative 
Judaism of the NT period, the OT scripture was read and discussed in the synagogue by 
the men who were present.” (New English Translation notes) 
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“Much of Paul’s work was done through the synagogues, where Paul found most of the 
Christians in the early days of the movement. This would remind Agrippa that the 
Christian movement had Jewish roots. In the synagogues Paul would have believers 
whipped in order to try to force them to curse Christ (literally, “to blaspheme”). Paul 
was so passionate, so violently opposed to those who knew Christ, that he hounded 
them in distant cities of foreign lands. He took his campaign of terror on the road, 
becoming a missionary for Judaism as he tried to protect the faith from these heretics 
who believed a man had been resurrected from the dead.” (Bruce B. Barton and Grant 
R. Osborne, Acts, Life Application Bible Commentary (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House, 
1999), 424–425.) 
12   Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the 

chief priests, (KJV) 
(NIV) "On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the 
authority and commission of the chief priests. 

MAP: “Damascus,” map and article, BibleAtlas.org 
COMMENTARY: Damascus) “Damascus was an important city 135 miles north-
northeast of Jerusalem. Part of the league of cities known as the Decapolis it had a 
considerable Jewish population. Verse 2 refers to letters granted to Saul by the high 
priest, probably Caiaphas. These letters were written to the synagogues in Damascus 
and requested permission to take, bind, and extradite any Christians back to 
Jerusalem.” (Witherington, III, Ben, The Acts of the Apostles, A Socio-Rhetorical 
Commentary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998)) 
Commission) “Paul insists upon his regular commission and authority, not so much as 
an extenuating circumstance in his own case, as because it proved the personal and 
national complicity of those who now accused him. As if he had said, ‘Let it be observed 
that this fanatical mission, mad and wicked at it was, must not be reckoned a mere 
personal or private act, but one performed by national authority and under the most 
sacred auspices, to wit, those of the Priesthood and the Sanhedrim.’” (Alexander, 
Joseph A., Commentary on the Acts of the Apostles (Minneapolis: Klock & Klock, 1980 
reprint of 1875 edition) 
13   At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness 

of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me. (KJV) 
(HCSB) King Agrippa, while on the road at midday, I saw a light from 
heaven brighter than the sun, shining around me and those traveling with 
me. 

COMMENTARY: Light from heaven) “The description of the light grows with each 
mention of it; compare Acts 9:3; 22:6.” (The Anchor Bible (AB)) 
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14   And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, 
and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is 
hard for thee to kick against the pricks. (KJV) 

(FENTON) And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice 
speaking to me in the Hebrew dialect, 'Saul! Saul! why do you persecute 
Me? It is hard for you to kick against the pricks.' 
(MOFF) We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in 
Hebrew, 'Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? You hurt yourself by 
kicking at the goad.' 

COMMENTARY: the pricks) NICNT mentions on these cattle prods or goads: “This is the 
only one of the three accounts (see Acts 9:3f.; 22:6f.) of the event to report the Lord’s 
words to Paul; this homely proverb from agricultural life has been thought to suggest 
that Paul had already begun to suffer from the pricking of an uneasy conscience.” (The 
New International Commentary on the New Testament (NICNT)) 
15   And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. 

(KJV) 
(NRSV)  I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The Lord answered, ‘I am Jesus 
whom you are persecuting.  

COMMENTARY: “This was Jesus in glory, he whom the Jews had rejected and crucified, 
he whom God had exalted to the glory that now enveloped Saul. The tremendous 
reality and truth of this fact swept over Saul’s soul like a flood. Here was the revelation, 
not only of Jesus, who with one stroke swept away all the lies Saul had believed about 
him as a mere man, etc., but also the revelation of what Saul was engaged in: 
persecuting this glorified Jesus in his disciples.” (Commentary on the New Testament 
(LENSKI)) 
16   But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this 

purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which 
thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee; (KJV) 

(HCSB) But get up and stand on your feet. For I have appeared to you for 
this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and a witness of what you have 
seen and of what I will reveal to you. 

COMMENTARY: “He is to serve the cause of the risen Christ and bear testimony to him. 
Since Ananias is not mentioned in this account, what was told to Paul by him is now put 
on the lips of Christ himself. The words contain echoes of OT prophetic passages and 
add the prophetic nuance to Paul’s role [as prophet] more clearly than does chap.9 
(Paul the chosen instrument) or chap.22 (Paul the witness).” (The Anchor Bible (AB)) 
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“As a servant and witness. The commission is similar to Acts 1:8 and Luke 1:2. Paul was 
now an “eyewitness” of the Lord.” (New English Translation notes) 
17   Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send 

thee, (KJV) 
(VOICE) I will rescue you from your Jewish opponents and from the 
outsiders—for it is to the outsiders I am sending you. 

COMMENTARY: “Delivering thee from the people - From the Jewish people. This implied 
that he would be persecuted by them, and that the Lord Jesus would interpose to 
rescue him. And from the Gentiles - This also implied that he would be persecuted and 
opposed by them - a prospect which was verified by the whole course of his ministry. 
Yet in all he experienced, according to the promise, the support and the protection of 
the Lord Jesus. This was expressed in a summary manner in Luke 9:16. Unto whom now 
I send thee – Acts 22:21. As the opposition of the Jews arose mainly from the fact that 
he had gone among the Gentiles, it was important to bring this part of his commission 
into full view before Agrippa, and to show that the same Saviour who had miraculously 
converted him had commanded him to go and preach to them.” (Notes on the Old and 
the New Testaments (BARNES)) 
18   To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the 

power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and 
inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me. (KJV) 

(MSG) to open the eyes of the outsiders so they can see the difference 
between dark and light, and choose light, see the difference between 
Satan and God, and choose God. I'm sending you off to present my offer of 
sins forgiven, and a place in the family, inviting them into the company of 
those who begin real living by believing in me.' 

Bible Character Notes: Satan 
COMMENTARY: “To open their eyes so that they turn… Here is Luke’s most 
comprehensive report of Paul’s divine calling. His role was to call humanity to change 
their position before God and experience God’s forgiveness as a part of God’s family. 
The image of turning is a key one in the NT.” (New English Translation notes) 
“The risen Christ guarantees Paul protection from those who might oppose him and his 
testimony. This part of the heavenly message to Paul is new; it has no counterpart in 
chapters 9 or 22. ‘This people’ may refer to the people who were plotting to kill him in 
Damascus (9:23), or more likely to those who have been opposing him in Jerusalem, the 
context of this present speech. To turn people from darkness to light: a dualistic symbol 
of the Christian way of life in contrast to the non-Christian. From the dominion of Satan 
to God: another dualistic way of saying the same thing.” (The Anchor Bible (AB) (1998)) 
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METACOMMENT: “Light is an idea which we could dwell upon in a thousand ways, and 
see the good it produces, but there is one light we must know more of, and that is the 
divine light which always has been and always will be. This light is the Life of men, their 
guide to eternal life, and it never goes out. It is the light of intelligence, understanding, 
wisdom. This light shows us how to shine out that others may clearly see the way to 
follow. Christian Science explains to us how to find this light and keep it ever with us, 
glowing in our spiritual consciousness. It shows us how to reach God while here upon 
earth; and where God is there is light forever, and we can never be in darkness. 
Christian Science dispels all dark beliefs from our state of consciousness, and lets in the 
light of understanding which should always be there. This light came to Paul and to 
others in his day, ‘To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God.’” (Norton, B. H., “Light”, Sentinel Vol. 7 (29 July 
1905), p. 768.) 
JSH-Online: https://sentinel.christianscience.com/issues/1905/7/7-48/light  
19   Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision: 

(KJV) 
(TPT) “So you see, King Agrippa, I have not been disobedient to what was 
revealed to me from heaven. 

COMMENTARY: NICNT says the record bears this out: “After his conversion, he 
immediately proclaimed Jesus as the Son of God in Damascus (9:20) then in Jerusalem, 
during a short visit, to the Hellenistic Jews (9:29), and after in many lands to Jews and 
especially to Gentiles. In Acts, Paul is a missionary to Jews and Gentiles alike, a ‘world 
apostle.’ With his proclamation went the call to repent and turn to God, and to perform 
deeds which were the natural fruit of true repentance.” (The New International 
Commentary on the New Testament (NICNT)) 
“I was not disobedient. Paul’s defense is that he merely obeyed the risen Jesus. He was 
arrested for obeying heavenly direction and preaching the opportunity to turn to God.” 
(New English Translation notes) 
METACOMMENT: “When describing the events which led to his acceptance of 
Christianity, St. Paul uses the following words: "Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not 
disobedient unto the heavenly vision." The unassuming simplicity of this statement 
does not conceal the helpful lesson it contains. The courage necessary for such a radical 
change of thought and life as this obedience entailed for the apostle, must have been 
enormous, but he received his reward in spreading the truth through many lands. We, 
too, must strive to be obedient to "the heavenly vision" in every detail of life, obedient 
to the highest conception of God, good, which our present understanding reveals to 
each of us. Disobedience precludes that increase in understanding which will 
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continually raise our standard of thought higher.” (Carter, Edith C., “Courage”, Journal 
Vol. 27 (June 1909), p. 168.) 
JSH-Online: https://journal.christianscience.com/issues/1909/6/27-3/courage  
20   But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all 

the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn 
to God, and do works meet for repentance. (KJV) 

(PHIL) But both in Damascus and in Jerusalem, through the whole of Judea, 
and to the Gentiles, I preached that men should repent and turn to God 
and live lives to prove their change of heart. 
(VOICE)  I began in Damascus, then continued in Jerusalem, then 
throughout the Judean countryside, then among the outsiders—telling 
everyone they must turn from their past and toward God and align their 
deeds and way of life with this new direction. 

COMMENTARY: Talbert shows how carefully Paul justifies his mission: “Paul’s behavior 
is described in terms that a Roman would understand. When one receives a heavenly 
vision, it is imperative that the person obey. In the Scriptores Historiae Augustae, a 
woman was warned in a dream to convey a message to Emperor Hadrian. When she 
did not, she became blind. A second time she was told what to do and say. When she 
did it, she recovered her sight. In Mediterranean antiquity, it is proper piety to obey a 
heavenly vision. This Paul did.” (Talbert, Charles H., Reading Acts (New York: Crossroad, 
1997) 
21   For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and went about to kill me. 

(KJV) 
(VOICE) So then, this is my crime. This is why my Jewish opponents seized 
me that day in the temple and tried to kill me. 

COMMENTARY: “For his simple obedience to this incredibly powerful calling, for his 
faithful presentation of this gospel message, Paul had been arrested. Attempts had 
even been made on his life. But God had been true to his promise to protect him (Act 
26:17) so that he could tell these facts to everyone, including those before whom he 
was standing.” (Life Application New Testament Commentary (LANTC)) 
“It was ultimately for this reason that the Jews had seized Paul in the temple and tried 
to lynch him on the spot. But their efforts had been in vain. Thanks to Roman 
intervention Paul had been saved from their hands.” (I. Howard Marshall, Acts: An 
Introduction and Commentary, vol. 5, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1980), 417.) 
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22   Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing 
both to small and great, saying none other things than those which the 
prophets and Moses did say should come: (KJV) 

(MSG) But God has stood by me, just as he promised, and I'm standing 
here saying what I've been saying to anyone, whether king or child, who 
will listen. And everything I'm saying is completely in line with what the 
prophets and Moses said would happen: 

COMMENTARY: “Behind the protection of the Romans lay the hand of God, and thanks 
to his help Paul had been able to continue right up to the present moment to act as a 
witness to people in all ranks of society. In a final summary Paul reiterates the content 
of his message. It was, he claimed, fully in accord with what had been prophesied by 
Moses and the prophets in the Old Testament, and therefore should have been 
acceptable to the Jews (Rom. 1:2; 16:26).” (I. Howard Marshall, Acts: An Introduction 
and Commentary, vol. 5, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press, 1980), 417–418.)  
“What the prophets and Moses said. Paul argued that his message reflected the hope of 
the Jewish scriptures.” (New English Translation notes) 
23   That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from 

the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles. (KJV) 
(HCSB) that the Messiah must suffer, and that as the first to rise from the 
dead, He would proclaim light to our people and to the Gentiles.” 

COMMENTARY: “Note how the context of Paul’s gospel message about Jesus, 
resurrection, and light both to Jews and to the Gentiles is rooted in the prophetic 
message of the OT scriptures. Paul was guilty of following God’s call and preaching the 
scriptural hope.” (New English Translation notes) 
24   And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art 

beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad. (KJV) 
(NET) As Paul was saying these things in his defense, Festus exclaimed 
loudly, “You have lost your mind, Paul! Your great learning is driving you 
insane!” 

Bible Character Notes: Festus (Porcius) 
COMMENTARY: “Festus could not stand it anymore, and he erupted. The message of 
this suffering Messiah was one thing, but to actually believe that he had been killed by 
his own people and then had been raised from the dead as a light to the world was too 
much for the humanistic mind of the Roman governor. He decided that Paul must 
be insane.” (Life Application New Testament Commentary (LANTC)) 
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“The effects of the sermon are dramatized by the contrasting responses of Festus and 
Agrippa. As a pagan, Festus regards belief in resurrection as incredible and Paul as 
deranged (26:24; cf. 12:15; John 10:20; Wisd. of Sol. 5:4). By attributing Paul’s madness 
to “great learning,” Festus unwittingly vouches for Paul and disqualifies himself (and 
other pagans) from rendering a proper judgment on the matter.” (James Luther Mays, 
ed., Harper’s Bible Commentary (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1988), 1115.) 
“The expression “You have lost your mind” would be said to someone who speaks 
incredible things, in the opinion of the hearer. Paul’s mention of the resurrection (v. 23) 
was probably what prompted Festus to say this.” (New English Translation notes) 
25   But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words of 

truth and soberness. (KJV) 
(NRSV) But Paul said, “I am not out of my mind, most excellent Festus, but 
I am speaking the sober truth. 

COMMENTARY: “The word rendered sober is a term used in other context as the exact 
opposite of mad (that is, “out of one’s mind”). The final sentence of verse 25 may be 
translated as “what I am saying to you is true, and I am speaking like a person 
completely sane.” This type of restructuring may be required, since one can speak of 
words as true, but only of persons as being sane.” (Barclay Moon Newman and Eugene 
Albert Nida, A Handbook on the Acts of the Apostles, UBS Handbook Series (New York: 
United Bible Societies, 1972), 479.) 
METACOMMENT: “Experience has shown that every advance in knowledge is called 
unreasonable until it is understood…. When St. Paul said he was sent "to open their 
eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, 
that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are 
sanctified by faith that is in me," Festus said, "Thou art beside thyself;" but he said, ‘I 
am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and soberness.’" 
(Bruen, M. S., “It is acknowledged that scientific facts are provable, demonstrable,…”, 
Sentinel Vol. 18 (5 February 1916), p. 448.) 
JSH-Online: https://sentinel.christianscience.com/issues/1916/2/18-23/it-is-
acknowledged-that-scientific-facts-are-provable-demonstrable  
26   For the king knoweth of these things, before whom also I speak freely: for I am 

persuaded that none of these things are hidden from him; for this thing was 
not done in a corner. (KJV) 

(AMP) For the king understands about these things well enough, and 
[therefore] to him I speak with bold frankness and confidence. I am 
convinced that not one of these things has escaped his notice, for all this 
did not take place in a corner [in secret]. 
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COMMENTARY: “Agrippa, by contrast, more nearly resembles Felix in making overtures, 
however tentatively, toward the faith (24:22–27). While Luke never explicitly identifies 
Agrippa as Jewish, Paul’s remarks subtly imply what readers know (26:26–27; 23:3). 
One who assuredly “believes the prophets” (26:27) is expected to see the clear force of 
Paul’s argument that Christ is the fulfillment of God’s biblical promise. Especially crucial 
is Paul’s insistence to Agrippa that “these things were not done in a corner” (v. 26). As 
Luke’s narrative has shown, the story of “the Way” has occurred in the public domain, 
on the stage of world history.” (James Luther Mays, ed., Harper’s Bible Commentary 
(San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1988), 1115.)  
“Was not done in a corner - Did not occur secretly and obscurely, but was public, and 
was of such a character as to attract attention. The conversion of a leading persecutor, 
such as Paul had been, and in the manner in which that conversion had taken place, 
could not but attract attention and remark; and although the Jews would endeavor as 
much as possible to conceal it, yet Paul might presume that it could not be entirely 
unknown to Agrippa.” ((Notes on the Old and the New Testaments (BARNES))) 
27   King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest. (KJV) 

(AMP) King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? [Do you give credence 
to God’s messengers and their words?] I perceive and know that you do 
believe. 
(VOICE) King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know you must 
believe. 

COMMENTARY: “Do you believe the prophets?” Note how Paul made the issue believing 
the OT prophets and God’s promise which God fulfilled in Christ. He was pushing King 
Agrippa toward a decision not for or against Paul’s guilt of any crime, but concerning 
Paul’s message.” (New English Translation notes) 
28   Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. 

(KJV) 
(PHIL) “Much more of this, Paul,” returned Agrippa, “and you will be 
making me a Christian!” 

COMMENTARY: “The question “In such a short time are you persuading me to become a 
Christian?” was probably a ploy on Agrippa’s part to deflect Paul from his call for a 
decision. Note also how the tables have turned: Agrippa was brought in to hear Paul’s 
defense, and now ends up defending himself. The questioner is now being questioned.” 
(New English Translation notes) 
29   And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this 

day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am, except these bonds. (KJV) 
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(TPT) Paul replied, “I pray to God that both you and those here listening to 
me would one day become the same as I am, except, of course, without 
these chains.” 

COMMENTARY: “Except for these chains. The chains represented Paul’s unjust suffering 
for the sake of the message. His point was, in effect, “I do not care how long it takes. I 
only hope you and everyone else hearing this would become believers in Christ, but 
without my unjust suffering.”” (New English Translation notes) 
“So fully am I persuaded of the infinite excellence of Christianity, and so truly happy am 
I in possession of it, that I most ardently wish that not only thou, but this whole council, 
were not only almost, but altogether, such as I am, these Chains excepted. Thus, while 
his heart glows with affection for their best interests, he wishes that they might enjoy 
all his blessings, if possible, without being obliged to bear any cross on the account. His 
holding up his chain, which was probably now detached from the soldier’s arm, and 
wrapped about his own, must have made a powerful impression on the minds of his 
audience.” (Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible (CLARKE)) 
30   And when he had thus spoken, the king rose up, and the governor, and Bernice, 

and they that sat with them: (KJV) 
(MOFF) The king and the governor, along with Bernice and their advisors, 
got up 

Bible Character Notes: Bernice 
COMMENTARY: “The session was at an end, and the platform party withdrew. Luke 
continues to pinpoint Agrippa as the principal figure in the gathering. Those who were 
sitting with them could mean a judge’s council of assessors (25:12), but the term is 
probably not used in its technical sense here.” (I. Howard Marshall, Acts: An 
Introduction and Commentary, vol. 5, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1980), 420.) 
31   And when they were gone aside, they talked between themselves, saying, This 

man doeth nothing worthy of death or of bonds. (KJV) 
(NLT) As they went out, they talked it over and agreed, “This man hasn’t 
done anything to deserve death or imprisonment.” 

COMMENTARY: “Festus and Agrippa discussed the case and agreed that Paul was 
innocent. King Agrippa, a Jewish sympathizer and well versed in Jewish issues, added 
his legal vindication of the Christian movement. This word would be of great comfort 
and usefulness to believers around the Empire who were experiencing increasingly 
intense pressure from those who wanted to prosecute the Christian movement as 
being anti-Jewish and anti-Roman.” (Bruce B. Barton and Grant R. Osborne, Acts, Life 
Application Bible Commentary (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House, 1999), 431–432.) 
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“Not doing anything deserving death… Here is yet another declaration of Paul’s 
innocence, but still no release. The portrayal shows how unjust Paul’s confinement 
was.” (New English Translation notes) 
32   Then said Agrippa unto Festus, This man might have been set at liberty, if he 

had not appealed unto Caesar. (KJV) 
(VOICE) Agrippa (to Festus): This man could have been released 
completely if he had not appealed to the emperor. 

Bible Character Notes: Caesar (Nero) 
COMMENTARY: “This is now the fifth time Paul’s innocence had been declared: first by 
the Pharisees (23:9), then by the Roman tribune Lysias (23:29), then twice by the 
governor Festus (25:18f., 25). In a private conversation with Festus, Agrippa went even 
further: If Paul had not made his appeal to Caesar, he could have been released (v. 32). 
The reader knows what Agrippa did not know—how Festus had wanted to do the Jews 
a favor and how Paul had felt forced to appeal to save his life (Acts 25:9–11). Then the 
question rises about why, with this opinion from the Jewish king, Paul was not now set 
free. The answer seems to be, just as Agrippa’s remark indicates, that it would be no 
easy matter to stop the appeal process. For Festus to do so would have been an affront 
to the emperor and an implicit admission of his own ineptitude in allowing the process 
to be set in motion. Nevertheless, Festus now had what he had been seeking from 
Agrippa, an opinion to write up in his formal report to the emperor. Evidently in this 
instance it was the opinion that Paul was innocent of any breach of Roman law. The 
reminder of Jesus’ own experience is stark. Governor and king together declared his 
innocence (Luke 23:14f.), and still he went to the cross. Governor and king declared 
Paul innocent likewise, and still he was on his way to Rome in chains.” (John B. Polhill, 
Acts, vol. 26, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman 
Publishers, 1992), 510.) 

NOTES:  
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