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Weekly	Bible	Study	Resources	

	

Research	from	the	Bible	Lesson-Sermon�	
A	resource	of	CSDirectory.com	–	researched	by	Linda	Bargmann,	CPA	

Excerpts	from	Linda	Bargmann’s	weekly	research	and	musings	into	the	Christian	Science	Bible	Lesson-
Sermon	(BLS)	and	Bible	Translations�	

Truth	
For	the	week	of	July	21	-	27,	2025	

“I	am	the	Alpha	and	the	Omega,”	says	the	Sovereign	God,	who	is	and	who	was	and	who	is	to	come,	the	
Almighty.	“See,	I	am	making	all	things	new.”	And	this	one	also	said,	“Write	this,	for	these	words	are	
trustworthy	and	true.”		

Golden	Text:	Revelation	1:8;	21:5	(NRSV)	
		
This	is	a	Lesson	on	‘change’	–	making	all	things	new	–	a	very	relevant	subject	today:	
Citation	1,	Malachi	3:6a	How	many	ways	can	it	be	said	that	God	does	not	change?	

“I	the	LORD	do	not	change.”	NRSV,	RSV,	NIV,	NCV,	ESV,	etc.		
“I	am	the	Lord,	and	I	am	not	changed”	Wycliffe	
“I	am	the	LORD,	I	change	not”	Geneva,	Douay-Rheims,	KJV	
“I	am	GOD—yes,	I	AM.	I	haven’t	changed.”	The	Message	
“I,	Yahweh,	never	change.”	Names	of	God	(NOG)	
“I	am	ADONAI.	I	do	not	change”	Tree	of	Life	(TLV)	
“Because	I	am	the	Eternal	One,	I	never	change”	The	Voice	
“I,	YHWH,	do	not	change”	The	Inclusive	Bible	

		
The	rest	of	Mal	3:6	(not	in	the	lesson)	continues	after	“I,	God,	do	not	change”	with:	
therefore	you	…	have	not	perished.	NRSV,	RSV,	NIV,	NCV,	ESV,	etc.	
so	ye	…	be	not	completely	lost,	or	separated	from	me.	Revised	Wycliffe	
therefore	ye	…	are	not	consumed.	Geneva,	Douay-Rheims,	KJV	
And	because	I	haven’t	changed,	you	…	haven’t	been	destroyed.	The	Message	
		
Reading	the	entire	Malichi	3	chapter	for	context,	I	found	The	Message	most	helpful,	(echoes	of	
Matthew	25)	so	I’ve	put	it	below	my	signature.	
Checking	JSH	Online,	I	saw	that	the	whole	3:6	verse	was	quoted	as	an	example	in:		
CSS	May	27,	1905	editorial	by	Annie	M.	Knott:	

“…	the	law	of	God,	good,	is	ceaselessly	and	universally	operative,	else	it	were	ill	for	mankind.	"I	
am	the	Lord,	I	change	not;	therefore	ye	sons	of	Jacob	are	not	consumed."	In	these	words	of	the	
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prophet	we	learn	of	the	true	source	of	security,—alas,	that	this	should	be	so	little	understood!	
Even	a	momentary	sense	of	truth	may	do	wonders	in	removing	a	sense	of	danger,	however	
manifested	…”	

		
God,	Truth,	God’s	law,	doesn’t	change.		

What	can/does	change?	Belief,	standpoint,	people:		
Cit	1	Mal	3:6a	“I	[God,	YHWH,	the	LORD]	do	not	change.”	
Cit	1	S&H	255:1	“Eternal	Truth	is	changing	the	universe.”	
Cit	3	Isa	44:3	CSS	quotes	CEV,	adapted:	“Everything	God	has	done	will	last	forever;	nothing	[God]	does	
can	ever	be	changed.”	
Cit	6	2	Chron	33	tells	of	Manasseh’s	change	of	heart	toward	YHWH	through	prayer.	
Cit	5	S&H	11:27–31	“Prayer	cannot	change	the	unalterable	Truth,	…”	
Cit	6	S&H	96:21	“Belief	is	changeable,	but	spiritual	understanding	is	changeless.”	
Cit	9	John	1:17	“Grace	and	truth	[affecting	change]	came	through	Jesus	Christ.”	
Cit.	12	S&H	281:27	“The	old	belief	must	be	cast	out	or	the	new	idea	will	be	spilled,	and	the	inspiration,	
which	is	to	change	our	standpoint,	will	be	lost.”		
Cit.	13	S&H	162:9	“The	effect	of	this	Science	is	to	stir	the	human	mind	to	a	change	of	base,	on	which	it	
may	yield	to	the	harmony	of	the	divine	Mind.”	
Cit	18	S&H	135:6–8	“The	miracle	introduces	no	disorder,	but	unfolds	the	primal	order,	establishing	the	
Science	of	God’s	unchangeable	law.”	
Cit	19	S&H	296:23–26,31	“Mortal	belief	…	says	to	mortals,	‘You	are	wretched!’	and	they	think	they	are	so;	
and	nothing	can	change	this	state,	until	the	belief	changes.	Mortal	belief	says,	‘You	are	happy!’	and	
mortals	are	so;	and	no	circumstance	can	alter	the	situation,	until	the	belief	on	this	subject	changes.	…	It	is	
as	necessary	for	a	health-illusion,	as	for	an	illusion	of	sickness,	to	be	instructed	out	of	itself	into	the	
understanding	of	what	constitutes	health;	for	a	change	in	either	a	health-belief	or	a	belief	in	sickness	
affects	the	physical	condition.”	
Cit	23	S&H	326:23–27	“Saul	…	was	changed.	Thought	assumed	a	nobler	outlook,	and	his	life	became	
more	spiritual.”	
Cit	22	I	Cor	15:50–52,54,57	“We	will	not	all	die,	but	we	will	all	be	changed,	in	a	moment,	in	the	
twinkling	of	an	eye,	at	the	last	trumpet.	For	the	trumpet	will	sound,	and	the	dead	will	be	raised	
imperishable,	and	we	will	be	changed.”	
Cit	28	S&H	322:3–7	“When	understanding	changes	the	standpoints	of	life	and	intelligence	from	a	
material	to	a	spiritual	basis,	we	shall	gain	the	reality	of	Life,	the	control	of	Soul	over	sense,	and	we	shall	
perceive	Christianity,	or	Truth,	in	its	divine	Principle.”	
		
Are	you	tired	of	hearing	about	the	mistranslation	of	daimonion	in	the	14th	c.	Wycliffe	through	KJV	
translations	as	‘devils’	instead	of	‘demons’?	

It	seems	such	an	insult	to	the	Bible	scholarship	of	Mary	Baker	Eddy	that	she	got	it	right	by	using	
the	Revised	Version	in	1881	when	everyone	else	was	still	behind	her	with	KJV,	as	most	CS	
churches	still	are	144	years	later!	
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Cit.	12,	Luke	8:1–3		
“The	twelve	were	with	[Jesus],	as	well	as	some	women	who	had	been	cured	of	evil	spirits	and	

infirmities:	Mary,	called	Magdalene,	from	whom	seven	demons	(that	Wycliffe	–KJV	
mistranslated	as	‘devils’)	had	gone	out,	and	Joanna,	the	wife	of	Herod’s	steward	Chuza,	and	
Susanna,	and	many	others,	who	provided	for	him	out	of	their	own	resources.”	

Cit	15,	Mark	1:14,	23–27	where	the	CSS	expands	on	‘demons’	
“There	was	in	their	synagogue	a	person	with	an	unclean	spirit	who	cried	out,	“What	have	you	to	do	with	
us,	Jesus	of	Nazareth?	Have	you	come	to	destroy	us?”	

CSS	:	“‘Us’	is	thought	to	allude	to	multiple	demons	or	all	evil.”			
“Jesus	rebuked	the	spirit,	saying,	‘Be	quiet	and	come	out!’	And	the	unclean	spirit,	convulsing	the	person	
and	crying	with	a	loud	voice,	came	out.”		

CSS:	“Unlike	traditional	attempts	to	cast	out	demonic	influences	with	magic	formulas	and	
incantations,	the	Savior’s	rebuke	is	direct	and	unequivocal,	expelling	the	spirit	with	a	single	
command.”		

Cit.	12,	S&H	281	sums	up	‘demons’	without	the	word	‘devils’	–she	uses	‘error’	or	‘evils’:	
“Now,	as	of	old,	Truth	casts	out	evils	and	heals	the	sick.”	

		
NRSV	often	uses	the	word	‘cure’	where	Wycliffe–KJV	have	‘heal’	so	I	was	surprised	to	see	the	
opposite	this	week	in	the	last	line	of	the	Quarterly	Responsive	Reading:	
Jer	33:6	from	various	Bibles	(I	used	NASB1995	to	get	‘truth’	in	this	verse):	

NRSV:	“I	will	heal	them	and	reveal	to	them	abundance	of	prosperity	and	security.”	
Geneva,	KJV,	Revised	Version:	“I	will	cure	them,	and	will	reveal	unto	them	the	abundance	of	peace	

and	truth.”	
CEB:	“I	will	make	them	whole	and	bless	them	with	an	abundance	of	peace	and	security.”	
NASB1995:	“I	will	heal	them;	and	I	will	reveal	to	them	an	abundance	of	peace	and	truth.”	

Mary	Baker	Eddy	also	uses	the	word	‘cure’	instead	of	‘heal’	sometimes:	
Cit.	20,	S&H	412:16–18,	20		

“To	prevent	disease	or	to	cure	it,	the	power	of	Truth,	of	divine	Spirit,	must	break	the	dream	of	the	
material	senses.”	

		
Cit.	19,	Acts	26	verses	24-26	and	28:	less	familiar	and	unclear	in	KJV	
NRSV:		

“While	Paul	was	making	this	defense,	Festus	exclaimed,	‘You	are	out	of	your	mind,	Paul!	Too	much	
learning	is	driving	you	insane!’	

But	Paul	said,	‘I	am	not	out	of	my	mind,	most	excellent	Festus,	but	I	am	speaking	the	sober	truth.		
Indeed,	the	king	knows	about	these	things,	and	to	him	I	speak	freely.’		
Agrippa	said	to	Paul,	‘Are	you	so	quickly	persuading	me	to	become	a	Christian?’”	

KJV:	
“And	as	he	thus	spake	for	himself,	Festus	said	with	a	loud	voice,	Paul,	thou	art	beside	thyself;	much	

learning	doth	make	thee	mad.	(See	CSS	below)	
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But	he	said,	I	am	not	mad,	most	noble	Festus;	but	speak	forth	the	words	of	truth	and	soberness.	
For	the	king	knoweth	of	these	things,	before	whom	also	I	speak	freely:		
Then	Agrippa	said	unto	Paul,	Almost	thou	persuadest	me	to	be	a	Christian.	

CSS	explains	the	Geneva,	Douay-Rheims	and	KJV	phrase	‘doth	make	thee	mad’		
“Although	Festus	accuses	Paul	of	insanity,	Agrippa	is	moved	by	the	apostle’s	account	of	his	life-

changing	encounter	on	his	way	to	Damascus.	Scholars	are	unsure	whether	Agrippa	is	sincere	or	
sarcastic	in	his	reply	to	Paul.”	

JSH	Online	–	Acts	26:24	“much	learning	doth	make	thee	mad”	is	found	in	the	Geneva	Bible,	Catholic	
Douay-Rheims,	KJV	and	even	the	Revised	Version,	so	JSH	quoted	these	Bibles	in	1904,	1907,	1909,	1917:	
1944,	1950	and	1954	were	the	last	times	JSH	quoted	them	in	the	20th	century.	
			
Saturday	was	the	2nd	"Peace	and	War	in	the	name	of	God:	what	can	we	learn	from	these	Biblical	
stories?"	by	Helen	Mathis	(3	sessions	of	the	two-hour	Zoom.)	If	you’d	like	to	join	this	excellent	
discussion	by	Zoom	on	July	26	or	by	replay,	contact	PrayerfulLiving.com	for	registration.	
		
Have	a	great	week	contemplating	the	eternal	Truth	that	is	changing	the	universe	and	making	all	things	
new!	Love,	Linda	
		
Linda	Bargmann	
420	Conway	Meadows	Dr.	
Chesterfield,	MO	63017	
314-229-3034	
		
Malachi	3,	excerpted	from	The	Message	which	reminds	me	of	Matthew	25:	
“Look!	I’m	sending	my	messenger	on	ahead	to	clear	the	way	for	me.	Suddenly,	out	of	the	blue,	the	Leader	
you’ve	been	looking	for	will	enter	his	Temple—yes,	the	Messenger	of	the	Covenant,	the	one	you’ve	been	
waiting	for.	Look!	He’s	on	his	way!”	A	Message	from	the	mouth	of	God-of-the-Angel-Armies.	
2-4	But	who	will	be	able	to	stand	up	to	that	coming?	Who	can	survive	his	appearance?	
He’ll	be	like	white-hot	fire	from	the	smelter’s	furnace.	He’ll	be	like	the	strongest	lye	soap	at	the	laundry.	
He’ll	take	his	place	as	a	refiner	of	silver,	as	a	cleanser	of	dirty	clothes.	He’ll	scrub	the	Levite	priests	clean,	
refine	them	like	gold	and	silver,	until	they’re	fit	for	God,	fit	to	present	offerings	of	righteousness.		
5	“Yes,	I’m	on	my	way	to	visit	you	with	Judgment.	I’ll	present	compelling	evidence	against	sorcerers,	
adulterers,	liars,	those	who	exploit	workers,	those	who	take	advantage	of	widows	and	orphans,	those	
who	are	inhospitable	to	the	homeless—anyone	and	everyone	who	doesn’t	honor	me.”	A	Message	from	
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.	
6-7	“I	am	GOD—yes,	I	AM.	I	haven’t	changed.	And	because	I	haven’t	changed,	you,	the	descendants	of	
Jacob,	haven’t	been	destroyed.	You	have	a	long	history	of	ignoring	my	commands.	You	haven’t	done	a	
thing	I’ve	told	you.	Return	to	me	so	I	can	return	to	you,”	says	God-of-the-Angel-Armies.	
“You	ask,	‘But	how	do	we	return?’	
8-11	“Begin	by	being	honest.	Do	honest	people	rob	God?	But	you	rob	me	day	after	day.	
“You	ask,	‘How	have	we	robbed	you?’	
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“The	tithe	and	the	offering—...	Bring	your	full	tithe	to	the	Temple	treasury	so	there	will	be	ample	
provisions	in	my	Temple.	Test	me	in	this	and	see	if	I	don’t	open	up	heaven	itself	to	you	and	pour	out	
blessings	beyond	your	wildest	dreams.	For	my	part,	I	will	defend	you	against	marauders,	protect	your	
wheat	fields	and	vegetable	gardens	against	plunderers.”	The	Message	of	GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.	
12	“You’ll	be	voted	‘Happiest	Nation.’	You’ll	experience	what	it’s	like	to	be	a	country	of	grace.”	GOD-of-
the-Angel-Armies	says	so.	
13	God	says,	“You	have	spoken	hard,	rude	words	to	me.	
“You	ask,	‘When	did	we	ever	do	that?’	
14-15	“When	you	said,	‘It	doesn’t	pay	to	serve	God.	What	do	we	ever	get	out	of	it?		
17-18	GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies	said,	“They’re	mine,	all	mine.	They’ll	get	special	treatment	when	I	go	into	
action.	I	treat	them	with	the	same	consideration	and	kindness	that	parents	give	the	child	who	honors	
them.	Once	more	you’ll	see	the	difference	it	makes	between	being	a	person	who	does	the	right	
thing	and	one	who	doesn’t,	between	serving	God	and	not	serving	[God].”	
		
No	Bible	quotes	in	S&H	are	only	from	the	KJV.	This	week,	one	is	the	same	in	all	versions,	defined	as	
more	than	half	the	English	translations	in	BibleGateway.com.	Two	differences	(minor	as	usual)	are	
highlighted	for	the	quotes	that	are	not	the	same	in	at	least	these	four	translations:	

1)	Geneva	(the	people’s	Bible),		
2)	KJV	(authorized	by	the	monarchy),		
3)	Webster’s	(Common	Version)	and/or		
4)	British	Revised,	(authorized	by	church,	‘child’	of	KJV).		

10)	201:	“all	things	are	become	new.”	(5	of	23	words	in	2	Cor	5:17)	Same	in	Geneva,	Bishops,	KJV.	
Webster	changes	grammar	from	"are"	to	"have";	RV	has	"they"	for	"all	things."		
27)	31:	“the	resurrection	and	the	life”	(John	11:25)	Same	in	ALL	Bibles.	
29)	262:	“off	the	old	man	with	his	deeds,”	(Col.	3:9)	Same	in	KJV,	Webster’s,	Darby.	Geneva	has	"works"	
&	Revised	has	"doings"	instead	of	"deeds.”	
29)	262:	“put	on	immortality.”	(1	Cor	15:	53,54)	Same	in	Geneva,	Douay-Rheims,	KJV,	Webster’s,	
Revised,	British	and	American	ASV.	
		
Comparing	the	old	to	new(er)	in	Mrs.	Eddy’s	day:	
In	the	1880s,	the	first	Sunday	School	of	The	Mother	Church	used	weekly	Bible	Lesson	booklets	titled	
Teachings	of	Jesus.	In	those	booklets,	the	general	directions	specify:		

“Always	read	the	Lesson	package	in	the	Revised	Version,	[in	today’s	case	NRSV]	and	compare	
the	translation	with	that	of	the	Common	Version.”			

Every	week,	I	compare	NRSVUE	to	KJV,	looking	for	androcentric	bias	(‘a	man’	for	‘anyone’	etc.),	British	
(mis)spelling	compared	to	S&H	(such	as	‘shew’	for	‘show,’	‘neighbour’	for	‘neighbor’	etc.),	and	archaic	
words	or	grammar.	
CS	Sentinel	(CSS)	abbreviations	are	from	BibleGateway.com:	
RR	Jer	31:	33	within	(in	their	inward	parts)		
2)	Isa	43:18,	19,	21	(CSS	quotes	NIRV)		
declare	(shew	forth)		
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3)	Isa	44:3	(CSS	quotes	CEV)		
descendants	(seed)		
4)	Ps	31:1,	3,	5	(CSS	quotes	NLT)		
5)	Eccl	3:14,	15	(CSS	quotes	CEB)		
reverence	(fear)		
us.	(men)		
6)	II	Chron	33:	the	peoples	(heathen)		
spoke	(spake)		
hear,	(hearken)		
ancestors.	(fathers)		
7)	Josh	24:14	(CSS	quotes	CEB)		
8)	Ps	25:6,	8,	10	(CSS	quotes	GNT)		
10)	Matt	9:10	sat	at	dinner	(meat)		
11)	Luke	5:	told	them	(spake)		
No	one	(man	x2)		
12)	Luke	8:1–3	demons	(devils)		
who	provided	for	him	out	of	their	own	resources.	(which	ministered	unto	him	of	their	substance)		
13)	Ps	145:18,	21	near	(nigh)		
16)	John	8:31,	32	(CSS	quotes	GWT)		
17)	Zech	8:16	(CSS	quotes	GNT)		
to	one	another,	(every	man	to	his	neighbour)		
19)	Acts	26:	With	this	in	mind,	(Whereupon)		
have	(hast)		
After	that,	(Whereupon)		
making	this	defense,	(spake	for	himself)		
20)	II	Cor	3:18	(CSS	quotes	ICB)		
unveiled	(open)		
mirror,	(glass)		
21)	Ps	57:	(CSS	quotes	CEV)		
22)	I	Cor	15:	(CSS	quotes	GWT)		
brothers	and	sisters,	(brethren)		
tell	(shew)		
imperishable,	(incorruptible)		
perishable	(CSS:	KJV	‘Corruptible’	…	that	which	can	deteriorate	or	perish.”)		
		
In	Tyndale’s	time,	archaic	verbs	were	in	general	use;	by	1611,	when	KJV	was	published,	they	
were	virtually	obsolete.”		
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In	the	Beginning:	The	Story	of	the	King	James	Bible	and	How	it	Changed	a	Nation,	a	Language,	and	a	
Culture	by	Alister	E.	McGrath	

In	his	Special	Help	to	Orthography,	published	in	1643,	Richard	Hodges:		
says	it	was	customary	to	write	such	words	as	‘leadeth	it,	noteth	it,	raketh	it,	and	so	forth,	in	
everyday	speech	it	was	customary	to	say	‘leads	it,	notes	it,	rakes	it,’	and	so	on.	

RR	Jer	31:	says	(saith	x2)		
5)	Eccl	3:14,	does	(doeth	x2)		
has	(hath)		
God	calls	the	past	back	into	existence.	(requireth	that	which	is	past)		
11)	Luke	5:	tears	(putteth	x2)		
15)	Mark	1:	commands	(commandeth)		
19)	Acts	26:	are	(art	x3)			
persecuting	(persecutest	x2)		
have	(hast)		
knows	(knoweth)		
quickly	persuading	(Almost	thou	persuadest)		
22)	I	Cor	15:	does	(doth)		
who	gives	(which	giveth)	
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