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Notes on the Bible characters mentioned in the weekly Bible Lesson.
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Truth
For week of July 21 - 27, 2025
Cast of characters are listed in the order of appearance in this week’s Lesson

For biblical commentary on the Bible verses in this week’s Lesson,
please subscribe to the lllustrated Weekly Bible Notes also published by Prayerful Living Publishing.

Manasseh (King of Judah) (mentioned in 2 Chronicles 33)

[Muh nass’uh] (“causing to forget”)

David
U
Ahaz = Abi (daughter of Zechariah)
Hezekiah
Manasseh
Amon

U
Joseph (husband of Mary)

The only son and successor of Hezekiah on the throne of Judah. He was twelve years old when he began to
reign (Il Kings 21:1), and he reigned fifty-five years (B.C. 698-643). Though he reigned so long, yet
comparatively little is known of this king. His reign was a continuation of that of Ahaz (his grandfather), both in
religion and national polity. He early fell under the influence of the heathen court circle, and his reign was
characterized by a sad relapse into idolatry with all its vices, showing that the reformation under his father had
been to a large extent only superficial (Isaiah 7:10; Il Kings 21:10-15). A systematic and persistent attempt was
made, and all too successfully, to banish the worship of Jehovah out of the land. Amid this wide-spread idolatry
there were not wanting, however, faithful prophets (Isaiah, Micah) who lifted up their voice in reproof and in
warning. But their fidelity only aroused bitter hatred, and a period of cruel persecution against all the friends of
the old religion began. There is an old Jewish tradition that Isaiah was put to death at this time (Il Kings 21:16;
24:3,4; Jeremiah 2:30), having been sawn asunder in the trunk of a tree. Psalms 49,73,77,140, and 141 seem to
express the feelings of the pious amid the fiery trials of this great persecution. Manasseh has been called the
"Nero of Palestine.”

“Chronicles includes a fascinating account of exile and repentance. 2 Chr. 33 asserts that Yahweh was so angry
with Manasseh that he was given over to the Assyrians and taken captive to Babylon.” (Eerdmans Dictionary)
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Esarhaddon, Sennacherib's successor on the Assyrian throne, who had his residence in Babylon for thirteen
years (the only Assyrian monarch who ever reigned in Babylon), took Manasseh prisoner (B.C. 681) to Babylon.
Such captive kings were usually treated with great cruelty. They were brought before the conqueror with a
hook or ring passed through their lips or their jaws, having a cord attached to it, by which they were led. This is
referred to in Il Chronicles 33:11, where the Authorized Version reads that Esarhaddon "took Manasseh among
the thorns;" while the Revised Version renders the words, "took Manasseh in chains;" or literally, as in the
margin, "with hooks." (Compare |l Kings 19:28.)

The severity of Manasseh's imprisonment brought him to repentance. God heard his cry, and he was restored
to his kingdom (1l Chronicles 33:11-13). He abandoned his idolatrous ways, and enjoined the people to worship
Jehovah; but there was no thorough reformation. [Note: HarperCollins Dictionary takes a different view: "The
story of Manasseh's repentance in 2 Chron. 33:10-16 is evidently historical fiction, for, if true, it obviates the
need for the reform of King Josiah (2 Kings 22-23; 2 Chron 34-35)."]

After a lengthened reign extending through fifty-five years, the longest in the history of Judah, he died, and was
buried in the garden of Uzza, the "garden of his own house" (Il Kings 21:17,18; Il Chron 33:20), and not in the
city of David, among his ancestors. He was succeeded by his son Amon.

“publicans (tax collectors) and sinners” (mentioned in Matthew 9)

“In...eating with tax collectors and sinners ([Matt 9]:10), Jesus transgressed social propriety in favor of the
ostracized.” (Eerdmans Commentary) Sinners was “a term the Jews used to describe people who had no
respect for the Mosaic Law or rabbinic traditions, and were, therefore, the most vile and worthless of people.”
(MacArthur Bible Commentary)

“When St. Luke says, ‘Then drew near to the Lord all the publicans and sinners for to hear him,” we must
understand him as giving the prevailing feature in the whole of Christ’s ministry, or at least in one epoch of it.
The publicans were hateful to their countrymen, being accounted as traitors who for the sake of filthy lucre had
sided with the Romans, the oppressors of the theocracy, and now collected tribute for a heathen treasury. No
alms might be received from their money-chest; their evidence was not taken in courts of justice, and they
were put on the same level with heathens (this fact gives an emphasis to Luke xix. 9). By the word ‘sinners’ is
meant all those who, till awakened by the Lord to repentance, had been notorious transgressors. Being come
to seek and to save that which was lost, [he] received them graciously, and lived in familiar intercourse with
them.” (Trench Parables)

Scribes (mentioned in Luke 5)

Click here for complete notes on Scribes

“Scribes were distinguished professional people throughout the ancient world. Although they were called
scribes because they could read and write, they were not only copyists. In Israel, some were officials who had
authority to draw up legal documents. Some held special positions in the royal palace and functioned as
ministers of finance or secretaries of state.” (Oxford Guide to People & Places) They were “capable of reading
and writing, usually with competence in some area such as law, economics, or the like.” (HarperCollins
Dictionary) "More specifically the scribes, or Sopherim, were those who copied, taught, and explained the law."
(Peloubet's Dictionary) In Luke 5:17 they are called “doctors of the law.”

Scribes anciently held various important offices in the public affairs of the nation. The Hebrew word so
rendered (sopher) is first used to designate the holder of some military office (Judges 5:14; A.V., "pen of the
writer;" RSV, "the marshal's staff;" marg., "the staff of the scribe"). The scribes acted as secretaries of state,
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whose business it was to prepare and issue decrees in the name of the king (Il Sam 8:17; 20:25; | Chron 18:16;
24:6; | Kings 4:3; Il Kings 12:9-11; 18:18-37, etc.). They discharged various other important public duties as men
of high authority and influence in the affairs of state.

There was also a subordinate class of scribes, most of whom were Levites. They were engaged in various ways
as writers. Such, for example, was Baruch, who "wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the Lord"
(Jer 36:4,32).

Pharisees (mentioned in Luke 5)
[Fair'uh see] (Heb. “to separate,” Gr. “separated one”)

Click here for complete notes on Pharisees

The Pharisees were a small legalistic sect (about six thousand) of specially observant and influential Jews,
mainly in Palestine, from the second century BC to the second century AD. They were probably the successors
of the Assideans (i.e. the “pious”), a party that originated in the time of Antiochus Epiphanes in revolt against
his heathenizing policy. “For the doctrines and beliefs of the Pharisees our main source is...Josephus.”
(Interpreters Dictionary) The first mention of them is in a description by him. “According to Josephus...[he]
calls the Pharisees ‘a choice [of life]’ and a ‘philosophy.” He gives some general characteristics of the Pharisees
in contrast to the Sadducees and Essenes, recounts some of the activities and influence of this group, and
mentions occasional influential Pharisees.” (HarperCollins Dictionary) “The Pharisees were the successors of
the ‘Holy Ones’ who had fought for religious freedom during the Greek occupation of Palestine from 332 BC.”
(Who's Who in the New Testament) Josephus wrote for non-Jews in Greek of the three sects (Pharisees,
Sadducees, Essenes) or schools into which the Jews were divided during the Hasmonean period (145 BC).

References to the Pharisees occur widely throughout Jewish and Christian literature of the first two centuries
AD. “In the land of promise they lived more or less separate—and sometimes competing—tribal existences,
bound by their common history and their devotion to the God who dwelt in their midst in the shrine, which on
occasion was moved from place to place.” (Cambridge Companion to the Bible)

They "were the most numerous and influential of all the religious sects of Jesus' day. They were strict legalists.
They stood for the rigid observance of the letter and forms of the Law, and also for the Traditions. There were
some good men among them. But in the main they were known for their covetousness, self-righteousness, and
hypocrisy." (Halley's Bible Handbook) They constituted the most important of the groups opposed to Jesus.
“The Pharisees were a group that interpreted Torah so that its meaning could be applied to everyday life. Their
name means 'interpreters,’ but it can also mean 'separatists,' and they were called that by their opponents.”
(Complete Bible Handbook) "The synagogue was the peculiar institution of the Pharisees as the Temple was for
the Sadducees." (Funk & Wagnalls Dictionary) “Luke’s portrayal of the Pharisees recalls portraits of the
Sophists in Hellenistic texts: the respected teachers of the common people, who come out to scrutinize Jesus’
activities (Luke 5:17).” (Eerdmans Dictionary) “Jesus continually denounced their external observance of the
Law, their multitude of petty traditions, and particularly their self-righteousness.” (Who’s Who in the New
Testament)

“the twelve” (mentioned in Luke 8)

Simon Peter, Andrew, James, John the Apostle, Philip, Bartholomew/Nathanael, Thomas/Didymus,
Matthew/Levi, James the Less, Lebbaeus Thaddaeus/Judas,
Simon the Canaanite, Judas Iscariot
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The term disciple occurs many times in the New Testament, but only in the Gospels and Acts. Originally it
referred to those twelve of the disciples whom Jesus chose to send forth first to preach the gospel and to be
with him during the course of his ministry on earth. Subsequently, it has been used to describe a wide range of
Jesus’ followers. “The Gospels speak not only of disciples of Jesus but also of Moses, John the Baptist, and the
Pharisees.” (Oxford Guide to People & Places)

"Jesus Christ selected...Twelve Apostles to carry on with authority His Gospel, and He sent them to preach it
and to baptize converts all over the world." (George Mastrantonis, The Twelve Apostles) "The names of the
Twelve are listed in the NT in four passages (Matt 10:2-4; Mark 3:16-19; Luke 6: 13-16; Acts 1:13 [Judas Iscariot
is not named in this text])." (Eerdmans Dictionary)

"The Apostles kept their mission with integrity and faithfulness. They dedicated their lives to it; they injected
the new faith in the true God into society to heal its infirmities." (Ibid)

"The Apostles organized the converts into groups called Churches. To these Churches the Apostles handed
down the treasure of the new Gospel, their eyewitness account of the Word as they actually saw it take place,
preserving it forever through the Church. This is the Gospel - the Tradition in the broad sense of the word -
which we cherish today." (Ibid)

"The only sources on the subject of the Twelve Apostles are the four Gospels and the first chapter of the Acts,
describing the relationship between Jesus and His Apostles during His ministry on earth. Although the Apostles
are the ultimate authors of the Gospels they do not appear prominently in them; they are never magnified in
them. The Gospels refer to them only because Jesus Himself was occupied with them, teaching and training
them to understand His origin and mission, in order to transmit to others correctly His personality, His Gospel
and His deeds." (Ibid)

“certain women, which had been healed of evils spirits and infirmities” (mentioned in
Luke 8)

“The picture of women traveling with Jesus and his disciples would have been completely uncharacteristic of
rabbis in ancient times. Rabbis refused to teach women because they were generally considered to be inferior.
Jesus, however, lifted women up from degradation and servitude to the joy of fellowship and service. By
allowing these women to travel with him, Jesus was showing that all people are equal under God. These
women supported Jesus’ ministry with their own money. They owed a great debt to him because he had
healed some of them and had cast out evil spirits from others.” (Life Application New Testament Commentary)

Mary called Magdalene
[Mair'ee Mag de leen’] (from Magdala)

See complete notes on Mary Magdalene

“This elusive figure is the most famous of Jesus’ women disciples and the one who has been misinterpreted in
Christian history. It has been suggested that the epithet Magdalene meaning 'tower of strength,' was given her
as a descriptor but it much more likely refers to her provenance, the town of Magdala (Aramaic) or Migdal
(Hebrew), known in Greek as Taricheae ('salted fish') because of its major industry.” (Women in Scriptures)
“Excluding his mother, the leading disciple, and the one who appears to have been closest to Jesus not just
during his ministry but on the cross, too, was Mary Magdalene.” (The Woman of the Passion) "The claim that
Mary was Jesus' wife has no support in the Bible, and non-scriptural writers and early traditions can be held to
support the claim only if one indulges in some imaginative interpretation of what they say." (All the People in
the Bible)
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Joanna
[Joe an’uh] (“the Lord has been gracious”)

The wife of Chuza, the steward of Herod Antipas, tetrarch of Galilee. "Along with Mary Magdalene, Susanna,
and others, she provided for the material needs of Jesus and his disciples from her own funds (Luke 8:3).
Joanna was one of the women who witnessed the empty tomb and announced Jesus’ resurrection to the
unbelieving apostles (Luke 24:1-10)." (Who Was Who in the Bible)

Joanna is mentioned because as wife of Herod’s steward she is a person of substance. Though a married
woman, Joanna is apparently traveling with Jesus’ group away from her husband. There are good Jewish
parallels for women supporting rabbis and their disciples out of their own money, property, or foodstuffs, but
these women are far more intimately caught up in the enterprise in which Jesus is engaged.” (Word Biblical
Commentary)

Susanna
[Sue’zan nah] (“a lily”)

Susanna, with other pious women, ministered to Jesus. She provided food for Jesus and his disciples during his
early ministry in Galilee. No further details of her life are known.

Chuza Herod’s steward (mentioned in Luke 8)

Chuza (kyoo“zuh), a steward (property manager?) of Herod Antipas and the husband of Joanna,” (Harper Collins
Bible Dictionary)

“a man with an unclean spirit” (mentioned in Mark 1)

"From Judea...Mark along with Matthew and Luke, passes directly from the temptation to the beginning of the
Galilean ministry [Mark 1:14], skipping Jesus' intervening ministry in Judea...." (MacArthur Bible Commentary)

Demons, in the Old Testament, were usually believed to be gods. In the New Testament, they were called “an
evil or unclean spirit” believed to be the cause of the illness, insanity, or disaster. “Demon-possession was
prevalent in [Jesus’] time, and on humerous occasions [he cast them out].” (King James Commentary)

This story is told both in Mark and Luke. In Mark it is called “a demoniac healed in the synagogue at
Capernaum” (modern Tabgha, Israel), and in Luke it is called “demoniac healed in the synagogue.” Mark omits
the contrast between Jesus’ teaching and that of the scribes. “Luke here seems to be following Mark who
begins his story of Jesus’ ministry with a quick survey of what has been called ‘a typical day.” Mark has
described the temptation of Jesus in terms of a battle with Satan and this 'typical day' presents him as throwing
back the power of the demonic world (Mark 1:21—2:12)" (Oxford Bible Commentary)

Capernaum, a prosperous fishing village, lay on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee, and was the center of
much of Jesus’ activity. The foundation of an ancient synagogue has been excavated, perhaps on the site of the
one visited by Jesus. “The narrator informs us that Jesus was teaching on the Sabbath. With the other Synoptic
Gospels, Luke mentions Jesus’ authority, but our author twice emphasizes that his word was with power
4:32,36)...."” (Eerdmans Bible Commentary)

“A striking point in this miracle is the testimony of the demon to Christ’s Messiahship, which, however, he
refused to accept.” (Dummelow Commentary) The demon seeks to gain power over Jesus or at least to
neutralize Jesus’ advantage by the ancient practice of pronouncing an opponent’s name. If the possession was
real, the demon’s confession of Christ as “the Holy One of God” was probably extorted by fear. If the
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possession was not real, but imagined by the insane man, the confession was probably due to the man’s
instinctive sense that a person with supernatural powers was present, ready to heal him. The battle lines are
drawn, the man convulses, and the demon is exorcised. All the witnesses are amazed at the power of Jesus’
word, and the news spreads rapidly.

“King Agrippa” (Herod Agrippa Il) (mentioned in Acts 25; Acts 26)

“Son of Herod Agrippa | and Cypros, grandniece of Herod the Great. Being but 17 at his father's death (A.D. 44),
he was thought too young to succeed his father in the kingdom, but six years later (A.D. 50) the emperor
Claudius conferred on him Chalcis which had been under his uncle, shortly before deceased (A.D. 48). Then
(A.D. 52) he was transferred to the tetrarchies formerly held by Philip and Lysanias with the title "king."
Accurately he is called so in Act 25:13; Act 26:2; Act 26:7. Nero added several cities of Galilee and Persea to his
kingdom (A.D. 55).” (Fausset’s Bible Dictionary)

“In A.D. 62, the emperor gave him the tetrarches formerly held by Philip and Lysanias, with the title of king. Act
25:13. The relation in which he stood to his sister Berenice, Act 25:13, was the cause of grave suspicion. It was
before him that Paul was tried. Act 26:28.” (Smith’s Bible Dictionary)

“The great pomp with which he and his sister Berenice (whose connection with him caused grave suspicion)
"entered into the place of hearing with the chief captains and principal men of the city" accorded with his
character, fond of show. In the last Roman war he took part with the Romans in the destruction of his nation in
the same spirit of cold cynicism with which he met the impassioned appeal of the apostle. After the fall of
Jerusalem he retired with Berenice to Rome, where he died in the third year of Trajan (A.D. 100).” (Fausset’s
Bible Dictionary)

“He was the last of the race of Herod commemorated in history. Act 25:13 represents his losing no time in
going to Caesarea to salute the new Roman governor. In exact consonance with this Josephus (Bell. Judg., 2:15,
section 1; Life, section 11) records his anxiety to stand well with the Roman governors, Alexander in Egypt, and
Gessius Florus in Judaea, in the latter case Berenice accompanying him.” (Ibid)

“He ruled over parts of Palestine from a.d. 53 until his death. Acts 25 & 26. The visit of Agrippa and Bernice
gave Festus the opportunity to get some internal Jewish advice. Herod Agrippa Il was a trusted adviser because
he was known to be very loyal to Rome (Josephus, J. W. 2.16.4 [2.345-401]).” (New English Translation notes)

Bernice (mentioned in Acts 25; Acts 26)
Also spelled Berenice. (victorious)

“The oldest daughter of Herod Agrippa |, who ruled Palestine A.D. 37-44 (Act 25:13). According to the historian
Josephus, she was first married to a man named Marcus” (Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary) “Bernice
was widowed when her second husband, Herod King of Chalcis, died in a.d. 48. From then she lived with her
brother. In an attempt to quiet rumors of an incestuous relationship between them, she resolved to marry
Polemo of Cilicia, but she soon left him and returned to Herod Agrippa Il. Their incestuous relationship became
the gossip of Rome according to Josephus (Ant. 20.7.3 [20.145-147]).” (New English Translation notes) “Bernice
eventually became a mistress of the Roman emperor Vespasian, then of his son Titus. Bernice and her sister
Drusilla (Act 24:24) were two of the most corrupt and shameless women of their time.” (Nelson’s New
lllustrated Bible Dictionary)
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Festus, Porcius (mentioned in Acts 25; Acts 26)

(Festus means festival) “The successor of Felix (A.D. 60) as Procurator of Judea (Act 24:27). A few weeks after
he had entered on his office the case of Paul, then a prisoner at Caesarea, was reported to him. The “next day,”
after he had gone down to Caesarea, he heard Paul defend himself in the presence of Herod Agrippa Il. and his
sister Bernice, and not finding in him anything worthy of death or of bonds, would have set him free had he not
appealed unto Caesar (Act 25:11, Act 25:12). In consequence of this appeal Paul was sent to Rome. Festus, after
being in office less than two years, died in Judea.” (Easton’s Bible Dictionary) “Festus was a friend of king
Agrippa ii., whose visit to him is described in Act 25:13 ff., and took his side in a dispute with the Jewish
priests.” (Hastings Bible Dictionary)

“Porcius Festus was the procurator of Palestine who succeeded Felix; neither the beginning nor the end of his
rule (at his death) can be determined with certainty, although he appears to have died in office after about two
years. Nero recalled Felix in a.d. 57 or 58, and Festus was appointed to his vacant office in a.d. 57, 58, or 59.
According to Josephus (Ant. 20.8.9-10 [20.182-188]; J. W. 2.14.1 [2.271-272]), his administration was better
than that of his predecessor Felix or his successor Albinus, but Luke in Acts portrays him in a less favorable light:
He was willing to sacrifice Paul to court Jewish favor by taking him to Jerusalem for trial (see 25:9), regardless of
Paul’s guilt or innocence. The one characteristic for which Festus was noted is that he dealt harshly with those
who disturbed the peace.” (New English Translation notes)

Paul (mentioned in Acts 25; Acts 26)

Click here for complete notes on Paul

After Jesus himself, Paul is the most important figure in the history of Christianity. Although a Jew, in Tarsus
[south central Turkey], an important city of Cilicia, Paul, whose original name was Saul, was born a Roman
citizen. He was a tentmaker. All the influences about him from the beginning—Jewish, Greek, Roman—
contributed, apart from any consciousness or intention on his part to fit him for the work of his life.

In Jerusalem (c. 60 AD)

Seized by the Romans

After appearing before the Sanhedrin at Jerusalem, and before Felix and Festus at Caesarea, he was compelled
to protest against injustice and delay (he had been a prisoner fully two years) by exercising his right as a Roman
citizen to appeal to the emperor. To the imprisonment belongs the group of letters to Philemon, to the
Colossians [Turkey], to the Ephesians [Turkey], and to the Philippians [Greece].

Felix (mentioned in Acts 25)

“Felix the governor was Antonius Felix, a freedman of Antonia, mother of the Emperor Claudius. He was the
brother of Pallas and became procurator of Palestine in a.d. 52/53. His administration was notorious for its
corruption, cynicism, and cruelty. According to the historian Tacitus (History 5.9) Felix “reveled in cruelty and
lust, and wielded the power of a king with the mind of a slave.” (New English Translation notes)
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